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PRESIDENTS REPORT
The great weather for this summer has been a two
edged sword. Wonderful weather to go fishing but the
rivers are suffering.

Our club trip to the Tukituki and the Manawatu on the
weekend provided really hard fishing with water
temperatures in the high teens and runs usually full of
fish were unproductive. A few deeper pools revealed
reasonable numbers of fish who seemed more intent on
hovering in what oxygenated water was available rather
than feeding. We did however come across lots of fish
in areas where the willows provide adequate cover but
once again these were not feeding fish and catches
were few and far between.

Surprisingly, although the cicadas were still in full force,
none of our offerings were taken. We tried the evening
rise on the Tuki which was quite active but only lasted a
few minutes However we were rewarded with a couple
of fish and one fish that took off 60-70 metres of line and
then came back upstream only to be lost close to shore.

The accommodation at the Patangata Hastings Club hall
was perfect for our stay and the Patangata Pub next
door turned on some great meals.
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On the Sunday we made our way home via the
Manawatu and fished the Oringi section and the Oak
tree. The Oringi was my favourite spot when living at
Dannevirke and the same lies produced a couple of fish
this trip. The river was very low and clear and like the
Tukituki could do with some rain.

The Wainuiomata is still continuing to have one of its
better years, which at the time of writing, was still
producing fish to the cicada. This will change over the
next few weeks so a Hare and Copper under a cicada
dry would be your best bet.

Stories of promising fishing at Turangi are already
filtering through with the rainbows in excellent condition
and browns being caught in significant numbers.

Hopefully this is a sign for the rest of the season.

The Capital Trout Centre has continued to be very
popular. The last Open Day for this summer is the 7th
April so we need volunteers for that date. See
elsewhere in the magazine for more details.

Good luck and tight lines
Strato
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CLUB MEETING
1 APRIL 2019

Doug Stevens will give a presentation
“The Changing Face of Angling”
Doug is an excellent speaker and the host of the
NZFishing.com website
which has a wealth of information for anglers.

Doug has also been given the job of disposing of 30,000
flies from Umpqua
and will bring down a selection for sale at a
“remarkably discounted rate”.
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Capital Trout Centre Open Day
The next Open Day at the Capital Trout Centre will be
on Sunday 7th April

Registration tickets will be available at Steve’s Fishing
Shop and Hunting & Fishing from Monday 25th March.

We thank both shops for their continued support in the
issuing of tickets.

The day begins at 9am and we have the last group
come through at 3pm.
We need club members to assist for whatever time
suits.
Please phone Strato if you can help.

Plastic Bags. We would be happy to receive supplies of
bread bags and newspaper delivery bags for use at
events at the Capital trout Centre
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CLUB TRIP
April 13th& 14th
(Ruatiti Domain )

Maunganui o teAo Camping trip

Spare tent available
ON STREAM
Sunday April 28th Last Wainuiomata opportunity for the
season
NEW MEMBERS
Richie Trotman
Megan Bramwell
Benjamin Micoulaud, Adriana Apolo, Nicolas and
Isabella
FLY TYING
Monday 15th April 7.30pm

**BIGGEST FISH FOR MONTH TO DATE
3.5lb Rainbow hen

CF 47.18

Caught on 16th March by Neil Hollebone in Lake
Hawkston, Hawkes Bay

6

Fishing with a Switch Rod
Why?
What is this I’m hearing about?
We have fly rods generally of about nine feet, we have Czech
fly rods which can be about 10 feet and now I’ve gone and
bought a Switch Rod of about 10 feet 3 inches.
Oh, my oh my, what have I created?
While not able to fish for a few months I’ve been cleaning out
my gear and why do I have so many fly rods and many more
fly lines? So I go out and purchase another fly rod!! There
could even be some merit in this choice!
What was I thinking? Often at river mouths I struggle to
“shoot” the shooting head out any further than I would
normally cast a floating flyline. Many of us can learn this
technique of “shooting” while others do “not” get it.
So a longer rod, which can make this casting easier may be
the solution.
So what about “Switch fly rods”?
Switch rods can be used by one or two hands up to about 11
feet. These are shorter than the traditional Spey two-handed
fly rods, which normally start from 11 feet to about 13 feet.
It is reported fatigue does not set in as early, as there is less
false casts and more time having the flyline on the water.
Okay, I’ve bought a Switch flyrod of 10 feet 3 inches 10
weight. Have I made the right decision or not, time will tell.
I read though I may have to learn Spey casting techniques, but
overhead casting appear to stay the same.
Having made the purchase, searches on the Internet reveal for
nymph/indicator fishing use a flyline two steps up from the
grading on the Switch rod. That could be why some Switch
rods are 3-4 weight and up to 7-8 weight. From some Youtube presentations they suggest a five weight floating line for
a 3-4 weight switch rod and a 9-10 weight floating line for a
7-8 weight switch fly rod. Also mentioned are comments to
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match the flyline to the switch rod, for use with shooting
heads to get that flyline out as far as you can cast.
So how is this going to end? Well, some Switch rods are
available within New Zealand, but I’ll be waiting about a
month for mine to arrive. Then, weather permitting I’m up to
Turangi to try out the rod. Beforehand, I’ll go across the road
from my house, to some public reserve and see how it works.
I have several length shooting heads 9 weight and 10 weight,
and ample 9 weight floating fly lines, but nothing beats
casting on the water. I’m thinking this would be real good
on the Waikanae River??
Anyone else interested, or been bold enough to try/purchase
these fly rods and what results have been found?
(PS this cost under $200 and comes with two tips).

Maurice Broome emailmaurice.fishing@xtra.co.nz
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Comment on the Club Competition
Well, your humble editor did not finish at, or near, the
top of the leader board. Anticipating the result, I was
reluctant to go and compete. Ruben convinced me to
come along anyway at the clubmeeting earlier in the
week. So, despite what I thought was my better
judgement at the time, and the rain storm on the
morning in Wellington, I decided to get up early, catch a
ride to the Ruamahanga with Strato, and give it a go. I’m
really glad I did, because I had a great time.

In the morning I was paired with Paul at Wardell’s
Bridge. He was very attentive and helpful and informed
me of the numerous errors I was making. For example,
at one point I stood exactly where the fish were most
likely to be, which is not a good strategy for catching
them. I thought they would be near the bank but he said
it was better to fish the deep water close to the middle at
that particular stretch.Paul also pointed out other lies
and why they were good places to fish. I hooked a
couple but didn’t land them.

I got paired with Graham in the afternoon. He was also
extremely helpful. Again, he showed me where the fish
should be, where not to stand etc. The weather turned
really beautiful by then and we were in an extremely
nice stretch of river, walking downstream from the
Gladstone bridge, more or less opposite the pub.
Graham managed to find a good place fish were holding
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when it was my turn. (Obviously this was not a cut throat
type of competition). Frankly, I would have walked right
through that place. The water seemed shallow, the area
was flat and unremarkable, and there was no apparent
structure. But, he saw that the water got deeper near the
bank and was flowing fast enough to oxygenate it.
Indeed, fish were there. I caught four but only one was
measurable. I couldn’t care less. It was so much fun just
to catch a few fish reasonably quickly.

It’s also important to the success of the day that a
reasonable number of us participated. It makes for
amore social event. So, please come along to the next
competition! Don’t worry that you’re not expert enough,
or have some other kind of self-doubt. It’s a great way to
spend the day, socialise with our really friendly and
supportive club members, and learn more about how to
fly fish for trout. (Hal Levine)

LAIRD OF THE FLIES

Many years ago when I first started competition fishing
there was one icon who was a member of the New
Zealand team that we all looked up to as he seemed to
know everything there was to know about fly-fishing.

Dave McLellan was born in Scotland but honed his
fishing skills here in New Zealand. Having produced a
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book on trout fishing for schools, we always knew there
was another book in process and this has recently been
published
I always imagined this second book to be a travel log of
the many places he has visited overseas as part of New
Zealand teams but found instead it is an excellent easy
to read and well-illustrated publication on how he
evolved as a fly fisherman and his detailed analysis of
all aspects of fly-fishing.
Not only is this a very good read for the seasoned
angler but would also be a very informative guide for the
beginner.
I will therefore be contacting Dave to see if I can’t get a
supply of the books for club members to buy (and one
for our library) but before doing so it would be helpful to
know those club members who are interested in
obtaining a copy.
Please give me a ring on 386 3740 in the evenings or
send an email to strato.cotsilinis@gmail.com if you are
interested.
Strato

An Extract From the Latest Taupo Fishery Focus
The long hot spell has also brought a few challenges.
Trout need cool well oxygenated water to thrive, so in
some locations such as Lake Otamangakau, a
combination of tough environmental conditions and poor
catch-and-release practices has resulted in fish deaths.
While the conditions at Lake O remain tough for trout,
current monitoring confirms that plenty of suitable trout
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habitat remains – in other words trout can avoid the
warm water and find sanctuary in deeper cooler more
oxygenated areas. To avoid unwanted fish deaths,
Lake O anglers are currently encouraged to reconsider
catch-and-release, or to consider an alternative venue if
they wish to adopt this approach.
WELLINGTON FLYFISHERS CLUB CUP
COMPETITION
The club’s annual fishing competition was held on the
Ruamahanga River on the 9th March with ten club
members competing.
This was an excellent turnout and despite unsettled
weather predictions, the day turned out to be fine with
little wind.
All competitors caught at least one fish for the day
The river was low, warm and clear with most of the
larger fish staying well out of sight.
Those anglers who recognised that catching smaller fish
was the order of the day did best. with 43 fish being
caught at an average size of 23cm.
Congratulations go to Strato for his win (14 fish) and to
Grant Scobie who caught the largest fish at 44cm.
The competition was held over two sessions with
placing points allocated for each session.
Based on placing points, Paul Baker was second and
Greg Squire third.
Thanks to those who arranged the event which seemed
to be enjoyed by all.
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COME IN AND SEE
$399.99

Sierra Stretch
Waders
Sims Tributary
Stocking Foot
Waders

$349.99

Club discount 10% available on
flyfishing purchases with your
membership card
The Flyfishing Experts

Hutt Valley Hunting & Fishing NZ
444 Cuba Street, Alicetown, Lower Hutt, P O Box 33 206, Petone,
Wellington, New Zealand
Telephone: 0064-4-589 9500 Facsimile: 0064-4-589 9520
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MEETING VENUE (TARARUA TRAMPING
CLUB ROOMS)4 Moncrieff St., Mt.
Victoria
From motorway:
Follow Vivian Street and turn left onto
Cambridge Terrace, then first right into
Elizabeth Street at the next set of traffic
lights.
Travelling South on Kent Terrace:
Turn left into Elizabeth Street at the first set of traffic
lights after the Embassy Theatre (by the Liquor Store).
Additional parking is available at the Clyde Quay
school – use the top gate.

Casting Tuition
Anyone wanting casting tuition please contact Strato 3863740
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HELPFUL LINKS FOR WELLINGTON FLY FISHERS
www.creeltackle.com

http://wellington.fishandgame.org.nz

www.sportinglife-turangi.co.nz
turangi.co.nz
www.huntingandfishing.co.nz/welling
ton
www.stevesfishingshop.co.nz
www.fishscene.co.nz

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS
Deadline for the April issue is 18th March 2019
As a guide for article length – anything from 250-450
250
words per page. Early submission preferred – items not
received by the deadline may not be included. Format
text for A5 page size. Please copy and paste text into an
email and ensure images do not exceed1Mb.
d1Mb. Mail hard
copy to PO Box 9236, TeAro, Wellington; or email the
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editor. (Attached files often result in incoming emails
being treated as spam and being deleted by the server).
The newsletter depends on contributions from club
members and all articles are eligible for the annual
Literary Prize awarded at the AGM in May each year.
Advertising: The club has a policy of only accepting
advertising relating to fishing. Commercial rates $25 per
half page, members no charge. Centrefold (Promotional
material only) $75. Contact the club secretary. Please
support our advertisers – tell them you saw their ad in
Tight Lines.
Receive the Newsletter as a pdf via email
Contact the club secretary to be added to the mail list
(Please check your email settings so that the newsletter
is not deleted as ‘spam’ or ‘junk’)
COMMITTEE MEETING – 6.15 pm, second Monday
every month.
Any club member who has matters which they believe
should be considered by the committee may discuss
them with a committee member by phone, or at the club
meeting, or write to the secretary.
THE HELPDESK
Helpdesk is an opportunity for those attending club
meetings to have their questions answered. This is a
chance for newer members to have fly fishing mysteries
unravelled. Tying techniques and problems, rigs, knots,
fly selection, issues, casting, how to and where to go.
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Bring your problems and try the Helpdeskout. It will be
manned by a different senior club member each month.

WEBSITE
The club website and facebook pages provide online
information, contact details and useful links.
http://wellingtonflyfishers.org.nz

CLUB MEMBERSHIP
To join the club: collect a form at a club meeting;
download a copy from the club website; or phone a
committee member to have a form mailed to you. Mail
the completed form to PO Box 9236, TeAro, Wellington,
or hand it in at the next meeting with your subscription
and joining fee.
Meetings are held at 7.30 pm on the first Monday of
every month except January at the Tararua Tramping
Club rooms, 4 Moncreiff Street, Mt. Victoria, Wellington.
Tight Lines, the club newsletter is publishedmonthly,
except January, and is also available to club members
via email as a pdf –contact the editor to be added to the
distribution list.
Fees 1 April 2018 - 31 March 2019
Full member or family membership $35, Junior
membership no fee.
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Joining fee $10
Overseas Newsletter
postage $45
Enquiries wellingtonflyfishersclub@gmail.com

WELLINGTON FLYFISHERS CLUB MISSION
To establish, maintain and conduct a club for the
encouragement and promotion of flyfishing and all
activities pertaining thereto
2018-2019 COMMITTEE
President
Past President
Secretary
Treasurer
Newsletter Editor
Librarian
Website
Club Trips
Catering
Print Manager
Fly Tying & Casting
Club Competitions
Committee

StratoCotsilinis
386-3740
Paul Baker
970-2595
Heather Millar
386-3049
Carmen Cotsilinis
386-3740
Hal Levine
027-420-0482
Warren Horne
386-3049
Peter Nagle
479-4944
StratoCotsilinis
386-3740
Robyn Gray
475-9572
Peter Nagle
479-4944
StratoCotsilinis
386-3740
Paul Baker
970-2595
Peter Buxton
472-3456
Brian Bee
021-630075
Scott Garelli
021-325032
John Gamble
0275175825
Linda Brown
022304770
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