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CLUB MEETING
Monday 6 th February
Tararua Tramping Club Rooms, 4 Moncrieff St., Mt. Victoria

B-B-Que
Silverstream Bridge 6.00pm
Followed by evening fish on the Hutt River
An evening rise fishing on the Hutt River
7 – 7.30pm to ?
A club meeting is usually held on the first Monday of every month
(except January) even if the Monday is a Public Holiday
(Waitangi Day, Easter Monday, Queen’s Birthday or Opening Day)

Events This Month
Club Trip:
Fly Tying:
On-Stream Day:
Casting practice:
Capital trout Centre:

th

17-19
Cancelled
th
12
Wednesdays
th
March 5

Future Club Meetings:
th
March 6
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President’s Report
The new calendar year is now upon us and I hope you have all had a
chance to have a break over the festive season.
The weather certainly hasn’t played its part for fishing over the holidays
but I hope you’ve all had a chance to wet a line.
Reports from the Rangitikei and the Mohaka is that the last years
spawners are now currently starting to make their way downstream,
albeit somewhat later than usual, due probably to the unsettled
weather and the uncertain river conditions.
As indicated last year, our club rooms are currently being renovated for
earthquake strengthening and will not be available for our February
(and possibly March meetings).
Instead of a club meeting in February therefore we will have a b-b-que
meeting at the Silverstream Bridge (bring your own food) followed by a
late afternoon fish on the Hutt River (see details elsewhere).
This is a great opportunity for those who have never fished the Hutt to
see some of the better spots.
The b-b-que will start at 6.00pm and if you intend coming please let me
know on 386 3740 (night) or 387 7878 (day).
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SUMMER IS ALMOST HERE!!!
Full Range of SIMMS Summer
Accessories
Protect Yourself
50+ SPF Clothing
Gloves
Selke Hats
The Flyfishing Experts

Hutt Valley Hunting & Fishing NZ
444 Cuba Street, Alicetown, Lower Hutt, P O Box 33 206, Petone,
Wellington, New Zealand
Telephone: 0064-4-589 9500 Facsimile: 0064-4-589 9520
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Helpful Links for Wellington Fly Fishers
189 Taupahi Rd Turangi
Tackle Shop open most mornings by 7.30am, Cafe 8am
Email info@creeltackle.com
www.creeltackle.com or www.turangiflyfish.com
PH 07 3867929

http://wellington.fishandgame.org.
nz

www.sportinglife-turangi.co.nz

www.huntingandfishing.co.nz/well
ington

www.stevesfishingshop.co.nz

www.fishscene.co.nz
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T’was a rather wet and windy day
Yes, this was the summer that the weather person would rather forget about!
30 centre metres of snow in mid to late January and winds up to 180km an
hour on some parts of Wellington.
But what about our trout, you may ask? Yes; those fragile, sought
after fish often surrounded by water, but they have some tails (tales) to tell.
The days earlier were warm and the level of rivers on the east was dropping;
all that was left were some deeper pools to protect these trout from the harsh
warm elements.
Then along came the wind and rain.
Well, maybe they are like young
children who love the water, but do not
like it when the water warms up. They
seek cooler areas. The air temperature
was a good 4 degrees cooler than the
water, so what did these enterprising
trout do? They jumped into the air to
cool down, of course, what else would
you expect!
Thus; it was a windy and very
wet day when M and A went for a walk
along their favourite trout stream.
Now was the O….river or the
R…stream, or the T.....river; the writer
may have forgotten with his aging years.
No matter, this was a day he recalls in the year 2017 when fly fishing
took on a new dimension.
Here were these trout literally flying out of the water and the wind
was bring them higher than ever seen before.
A quick dash home; a few calls to close fishing buddies and away we
walked, as fast as we could to the spot near the airport.
M was reminded of a time, a year or so ago; when fishing a small
stream up near the Wairakei Conference Centre Golf Course. On this day the
wind was also severe, but there were many trout in this stream. Carefully a
fly was placed in a prime spot and yes, a take and a quick lift with the rod and
the trout was flicked out the water. So much enthusiasm saw the trout sail
over M’s head and land in the long grass adjacent to the Golf Course.
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Leaving the fly rod upright next to a bush of bushes, M went in search of his
hooked, but now lost trout. This took about twenty minutes and during this
time three golfers came to ask what he was doing.
“Fishing for trout, in the long grass, of course” was M’s reply. Well,
after finding his trout M returned to fishing for another 45 minutes. On his
return to the station wagon he noticed three other golfing tourists (country of
origin was evident by the accents) looking in the long grass with their golf
clubs in a caddie bag.
“What’s up?” M asked these tourists. The almost unanimous reply
was that they heard someone around the bend close to the river has found a
trout in the long grass, so we are looking to see if any are still here, was the
reply. With that M responded “Sorry, I wouldn’t anything about that at all”
and slowly walked off to his vehicle.
So today was another of those really wet and windy days. Remember
the stream we are now talking about is not far from the airport. Soon the
stream was plugged and a lake was formed. This shallow lake stretched for
nearly a mile across the shallow land.
The mystery was “What fly to select for this style of fly-fishing?”
There were suggestions of using a flying-fox, but no one had any available.
M and A had now been joined by N who mentioned the fly selected needed to
have wings, and yes, it was summer time according to the calendar.
N suggested a moth type of fly and yes, a tiger moth sounded ideal!
Whoops, none available so a quick phone call to T who they all knew had a
tiger moth. N had a slight hearing problem, what with the static and noise
with the communicated message and could only decipher..”
Trout…flying…bring tiger moth…”
Well, you can guess what happened as the picture tells the story!
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MEETING VENUE (TARARUA TRAMPING CLUB ROOMS)
4 Moncrieff St., Mt. Victoria
From motorway:
Follow Vivian Street and turn left onto Cambridge Terrace, then first
right into Elizabeth Street at the next set of traffic lights.
Travelling South on Kent Terrace:
Turn left into Elizabeth Street at the
first set of traffic lights after the
Embassy Theatre (by the Liquor Store).
Additional parking is available at the Clyde Quay school – use the
top gate.

NOTE: The club rooms are currently being renovated for
earthquake strengthening and will not be available for our
February (and possibly March meetings).
Best Fish Awards Current records: 1 April 2016 - 31 March 2017.
Stirling Sports heaviest fish (junior)
Hunting & Fishing heaviest fish (senior)
Graham Evans, 8.6lb, rainbow, caught on Lake O.
(NOTE: entries for heaviest fish of the year must be received within 30 days of
capture. Entries received in March for fish caught outside the 30 day period will not
rd
qualify. Entries close 3 week of March on printing deadline for newsletter)

Wallace Condition factor: best-conditioned fish
Neil Hollebone, Tutaekuri, rainbow Jack, 2.5lbs 17 inches. CF 50.88
This month’s best fish (month to date of newsletter deadline)
Paul Baker, 8lb brown, Otamangakau, bloodworm
Runners up:
If you think your fish qualifies phone Peter Nagle (479-4944) or email
peter.nagle@xtra.co.nz
* Calculate your condition factor on the Wellington Flyfishers website.
CLUB EVENTS THIS MONTH
CASTING PRACTICE
Casting Practice Hataitai Park 6 pm Wednesdays
Casting tuition is available throughout summer until daylight saving ends,
except on on-stream days when casting practice is held on- stream. Being
able to handle windy conditions will do much for your confidence and success
on-stream. Any member who needs help with casting but is unable to attend
the scheduled sessions should phone Gordon Baker (027 494 6487) to
arrange an alternative time. Gordon is a Federation of Fly Fishers certified
casting instructor.
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CLUB TRIPS
Contact Strato Cotsilinis for details.
Weekend Club Trips away from Wellington are organized each month.
Accommodation is usually prearranged for the Friday and Saturday
nights (dates given are days fishing). Transport is arranged as necessary,
with costs shared. Contact each organizer at the club meeting. Novice fishers
are encouraged to participate. Although assistance will be available, basic
casting and fishing skills are required and will make your trip more enjoyable.
Upcoming trips:
Dates
Destination
Organiser
February 17-19

th

Rangitikei

Strato

ON-STREAM DAY
th

Next onstream day – Sunday 12
The On-Stream Day will be on the Wainuiomata River, weather permitting.
On-stream days are opportunities for members who are new to flyfishing to
learn from an experienced angler. Attendance at one or two on-stream days
will help in gaining an understanding of fishing rivers. Develop rudimentary
casting skills at our Hataitai Park sessions before coming to an on-stream day.
It is your responsibility to have a current NZ sports fishing licence. These can
be purchased from Hunting & Fishing, 444 Cuba St Alicetown, or online from
Fish & Game.
Contact Strato (386-3740) before 9pm on the Wednesday prior to get details
of where to meet. Limited numbers can be accommodated and acceptance
will be on a first come first served basis.
CAPITAL TROUT CENTRE
Capital Trout Centre Proposed next Open Day will be on Sunday March 5th
(awaiting verification of fish delivery). Registrations/licences will be available
from the usual outlets:- Steves Fishing Shop, Ghuznee Street
FishScene, Hataitai Village, Hunting & Fishing, Alicetown
Anyone who can help out on the day please phone Strato (386-3740, hm;
387-7878 wk). We need members to assist with fishing, marshalling, issuing
tickets and certificates, gutting fish, selling sausages etc, so please mark your
calendars.
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FISH’N TIPS

Trout become spookier as a response to heavy fishing pressure over
summer, while large sea-run trout move into estuarine areas near
river mouths. Night fishing during late summer evenings is a good
opportunity to land a trophy fish, particularly on moon-less nights.
Warmer weather (and, if fishing the Hutt River), areas well away from
any street-lights are ideal for night fishing. A good tactic is to rig up
well before dark and avoid using a headlight. Be sure to scout out the
area you will be fishing before dark to identify any possible hazards,
deep holes etc. Fish a large, black streamer downstream and let it
swing through the current.

Feather Merchants Fly of the Month

There will be NO flytying in February because we cannot use the
clubrooms.
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NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS
nd
Deadline for the next issue is 10pm Monday 22 February
As a guide for article length – anything from 250-450 words per page.
Early submission preferred – items not received by the deadline may
not be included. Format text for A5 page size. Please copy and paste
text into an email and ensure images do not exceed1Mb. Mail hard
copy to PO Box 9236, Te Aro, Wellington; or email the editor
chrispa@hotmail.com. (Attached files often result in incoming emails
being treated as spam and being deleted by the server).
The newsletter is dependant on contributions from club
members and all articles are eligible for the annual Literary Prize
awarded at the AGM in May each year.
Advertising: The club has a policy of only accepting advertising
relating to fishing. Commercial rates $25 per half page, members no
charge. Centrefold (Promotional material only) $75. Contact the club
secretary. Please support our advertisers – tell them you saw their
ad in Tight Lines.
Receive the Newsletter as a pdf via email
Contact the editor and/or club secretary to be added to the mail list
(Please check your email settings so that the newsletter is not deleted
as ‘spam’ or ‘junk’)
COMMITTEE MEETING – 5.45 pm, second Tuesday every month.
Any club member who has matters which they believe should be
considered by the committee may discuss them with a committee
member by phone, or at the club meeting, or write to the secretary.
Committee Members – the meeting will be at Petherick Towers, 38
Waring Taylor St.
THE HELPDESK
Helpdesk is an opportunity for those attending club meetings to have
their questions answered. This is a chance for newer members to
have fly fishing mysteries unraveled. Tying techniques and problems,
rigs, knots, fly selection, issues, casting, how to and where to go.
Bring your problems and try the Helpdesk out. It will be manned by a
different senior club member each month.
WEBSITE
The club website and facebook pages provide online information,
contact details and useful links.
http://wellingtonflyfishers.org.nz
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WELLINGTON FLYFISHERS CLUB MISSION
To establish, maintain and conduct a club for the encouragement and
promotion of flyfishing and all activities pertaining thereto.
2016-17 COMMITTEE
President
Past President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Newsletter Editor
Librarian
Website
Club Trips
Catering
Catering
Print Manager
Fly Tying & Casting
Club Competitions
Committee

Strato Cotsilinis
Paul Baker

386-3740
970-2595

Heather Millar
Carmen Cotsilinis
Chris Paulin
Warren Horne
Peter Nagle
Strato Cotsilinis
Piero Bertocchi
Marion Hall
Robyn Gray
Peter Nagle
Gordon Baker

386-3049
386-3740
027 874 7326
386-3049
479-4944
386-3740
027 554 0960
477-0061
475-9572
479-4944
384-6513
027 494-6487
970-2595
472-3456
021 636 033
027 2304770
027 5175825

Paul Baker
Peter Buxton
John Fahey
Linda Brown
John Gamble

CLUB MEMBERSHIP
To join the club: collect a form at a club meeting; download a copy
from the club website; or phone a committee member to have a form
mailed to you. Mail the completed form to PO Box 9236, Te Aro,
Wellington, or hand it in at the next meeting with your subscription
and joining fee.
Meetings are held at 7.30 pm on the first Monday of every month
except January at the Tararua Tramping Club rooms, 4 Moncreiff
Street, Mt. Victoria, Wellington.
Tight Lines, the club newsletter is published monthly, except
January, and is also available to club members via email as a pdf –
contact the editor to be added to the distribution list.
Fees 1 April 2016 - 31 March 2017
Full member or family membership $35, Junior membership no fee.
Joining fee $10
Overseas Newsletter postage $45
Enquiries: kiwiflyfisher@gmail.com
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