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CLUB MEETING
Monday 4 th July
Tararua Tramping Club Rooms, 4 Moncrieff St., Mt. Victoria
7.30pm

LAKE FISHING FROM THE SHORE
A discussion on fishing the Taupo and Rotorua Lakes from the
shore…
Where to go, tactics and flies.

A club meeting is usually held on the first Monday of every month
(except January) even if the Monday is a Public Holiday
(Waitangi Day, Easter Monday, Queen’s Birthday or Opening Day)

Events This Month
Club Trip:
Fly Tying:
On-Stream Day:
Casting practice:
Capital trout Centre:

th

9-10
th
18
th
24
Sundays
Closed

Future Club Meetings:
th
July 4

New Members

Matteo Moro
Chris Bryant
Murray Hill
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President’s Report
Winter is now well under way and many of us will be having thoughts of
the winter runs in the Taupo rivers. Club trips for July, August and
September will therefore be based in Turangi and details will be in
upcoming magazines. At this stage we are still using the Rota Street
house for our trips.
Don’t forget that you need a new Taupo licence from the 1st July.
Local fishing has slowed over the winter with the adult fish now well
into spawning mode and have moved up stream. Don’t forget that
Wainui is closed for the winter but the Hutt River and Ruamahanga are
still worth a few hours with reports that fish are still being caught in
reasonable numbers.
Our guest speaker at the June meeting Steve Pilkington from Fish &
Game outlined the results of the February drift dive of the Hutt River
and I think everybody was surprised at the number of trout in the river.
With higher river flows it is important that you don’t fish alone and that
you take care tackling river crossings.
We have a full house for our Rotorua trip this month and reports
coming from Rotorua indicate that they are having a good season.
Although the weather does not look kind, I hope we can have some
success.
Also a reminder that subs are now due. See the June issue or the
website for a membership form.
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FANTASTIC PRICE
Ron Thompson Neoprene
Chest Waders
Only $99.99
SALE SALE SALE
Large range of fleece and polyprop
Clothing
NEW NEW NEW
Airflo Rods
including the adjustable length
Czech nymph rod
The Flyfishing Experts

Hutt Valley Hunting & Fishing NZ
444 Cuba Street, Alicetown, Lower Hutt, P O Box 33 206, Petone,
Wellington, New Zealand
Telephone: 0064-4-589 9500 Facsimile: 0064-4-589 9520
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Helpful Links for Wellington Fly Fishers
189 Taupahi Rd Turangi
Tackle Shop open most mornings by 7.30am, Cafe 8am
Email info@creeltackle.com
www.creeltackle.com or www.turangiflyfish.com
PH 07 3867929

http://wellington.fishandgame.org.
nz

www.sportinglife-turangi.co.nz

www.huntingandfishing.co.nz/well
ington

www.stevesfishingshop.co.nz

www.fishscene.co.nz
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Through the looking Glass –
Correspondence received following last month’s item:
To the Club Secretary/ Editor
I read the newsletter yesterday and was so impressed by the article from
“Alice” I sent you a text or e-mail from either my phone or my tablet. It was
quite a long message and Sue asked what I was doing and so maybe while
distracted I hit the discard instead of the send button because I now can’t find
it!
When I first read about these poachers taking trout from a spawning
stream I thought to myself, “hanging’s too good for them” and forgot about it.
I then read Alice’s views in the Newsletter and it showed just what a
double standard we apply to violations of our laws on fishing.
Alice should be congratulated on bringing this to our attention. In the Middle
Ages, in fact right up to the early 19th Century British law condemned
poaching by starving peasants, hanging or transportation being the standard
punishment. In the years of the Irish Potato Famine an estimated 1,000,000
people died of starvation and in the same years beef exports form Ireland to
England continued unabated. Church-going titled English landowners did
well, their morality was bankrupt because the government condoned their
actions. Alice’s article demonstrates that double standards applied then as
they do now. Nothing much has changed.
I am not sure whether Alice is saying that, “feeding the family” is a
reasonable defence for poaching trout. I don’t think so, my understanding is
her opinion is that the punishment is disproportionate to the crime, given the
Government's laissez-faire attitude to corporate offending. Certainly 4 months
jail it is a significant punishment and it sends a clear message. If “feeding the
family” was a legitimate defence then using it as an excuse to mug a stranger,
steal a loaf of bread or rob a bank would be equally legitimate.
Personally I am happy with the sentence but I thank Alice for making
me think more deeply about our legal system where our laws favour some
over others. Examples are all around us: fishing companies dump less
profitable catch is just one. At the present time we have Steel & Tube
importing sub-standard steel cheaply to maximise profit and “legitimate”
corporate scalping of AB tickets by Ticketmaster. Corporations are doing well,
their morality is bankrupt because the Government condones it. C.E.O’s
should be held to account and share cells with the criminals who poach trout.
Thanks Alice.
Richard Benefield
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To the Club Secretary/Editor
I am not sure what was on your mind when you published “Through The
Looking Glass” authored by “Alice” whoever she /he is, in the latest Tight
Lines Newsletter.
I do not expect to be harangued about the probity of 2 individuals who
were jailed for poaching our fish (one who did a runner, both lied re the
customary rights issue), suggesting that they were fishing for their families!
Then more vitriol spread about nonsense hearsay re commercial sea-fishing
suggesting a 200% of the quota being taken (any sane person would know
that there would be few fish left under this regime if it were true!) Then quoting
th
18 century statutes re poaching and finally coming up with tax havens,
international corruption, people living in cars, flag referenda, pandas, US
warships, taxation, debt, poverty; WTF !
Really, if this is All you can publish without any consultation with your
members, without testing the veracity of these statements or for that matter
testing whether it is of any concern, interest or in fact anything to do with trout
fishing in NZ then I am out of here thank you very much. When I want to read
about political heavy left nonsense I will get it from reliable sources (almost
impossible to find I might add) not from a fishing club newsletter such as ours.
I resign from your club as of now.
S L Cranfield
WELLINGTON
Member for 15+ Years?
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Return to the Mohaka by John Gamble
In early April club members John Gamble and Charlie Anderson linked up with exmember Don Swan for a return visit to the Mohaka River. For John, this was his first
trip with Don and Charlie since early 2002. From the late 80s, when I first joined the
club, we had enjoyed many angling adventures to the Hawkes Bay, Mohaka and
Manawatu, often on club trips, but sometimes, just the 3 of us. So this was an
opportunity to repeat the exercise. We were accompanied by friends Andrew Robb
and Ed Allen. Andrew lives near Otane, north of Waipawa and that was our base for
the first evening. Charlie collected Ed from Martinborough on the morning of 12th
April. John picked up Don (who now lives in Timaru) at Wellington airport around
1.00 pm and headed north to Hawkes Bay. We rendezvoused at Andrew’s place to
learn that Charlie and Ed had spent a frustrating ½-day on the Tukituki, dogged by
constant weed and no fish. The decision was made to proceed north to the Mohaka the
next morning.
That evening we enjoyed a memorable reunion dinner, with brazed duck-al-Swan, fine
wine, the odd wee dram and lots of catching up. We headed north on for the NapierTaupo Road on Wednesday morning.
Arriving at the Mohaka, we checked in
at the accommodation, the River
Rafters place, and decided on fishing
teams for the day. We went to Jock
Sutton Road, that was often closed due
to logging activity on my last visits
about 14 years ago. There Don and I
paired up, and Andy and Ed, leaving
Charlie to cross the river and head to
his favourite spot (Charlie is a leftie),
on the true left bank about 3 km
upstream.
Don Swan casting on a pool in the McVicar Road section.

We all experienced some great sport, nearly all on nymph (generally a heavy size 12
W-bead, with a little, size 16 or 18, black nymph on point), with strong, aerobatic and
well-conditioned fish. On the first day Charlie had more than 20 fish, John had 16 and
Don 10 and Andy and Ed had a few each. All but two fish were returned, and poor Ed
had the misery of breaking his fly rod in two places when he slipped and fell on rocks.
Fortunately, there were spare rods to hand, so his fishing was saved.
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That evening the heavens opened and we had some heavy, thundery showers, and a
brief visit from Strato and Costa, who were enroute to Turangi. Thursday started with
beautiful weather and we quickly prepared to head to the river, this time upstream
from the Mohaka road bridge. This section of river is very accessible from McVicar
Road and we fished upstream from the main road bridge to the bridge at Riverland.
Here, we met up with some club members from Hamilton Anglers, exchanged fishing
notes and good wishes for the day.
The water was still low following the rain of the previous evening, but there was a
slight tint of colour. Again, nymphs were the order of the day and plenty of fish were
taken in the rough water and eyes of pools. Swan had a beautiful 5lb jack brownie and
I a similar sized rainbow, plus I lost a fish that all but spooled me and took me 150
metres down stream to the pool where Ed Allen was fishing.
A noteworthy hazard we encountered was a large number of wasp nests, some of these
nests were massive, with manicured entrance flight ways and huge entrance caverns –
there must have been 10s of
thousands of insects! I was lucky
to miss stepping on some of the
menaces.

From left: Charlie Anderson, Andrew
Robb, Don Swan, John Gamble and
Ed Allen.

Wanted to Buy
Good quality, lightweight, felt sole wading boots. Size
approximately US 11.
Please phone or text Gordon Baker 0274946487
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MEETING VENUE (TARARUA TRAMPING CLUB ROOMS)
4 Moncrieff St., Mt. Victoria
From motorway:
Follow Vivian Street and turn left onto Cambridge Terrace, then first
right into Elizabeth Street at the next set of traffic lights.
Travelling South on Kent Terrace:
Turn left into Elizabeth Street at the
first set of traffic lights after the
Embassy Theatre (by the Liquor Store).
Additional parking is available at the Clyde Quay school – use the
top gate.

Best Fish Awards Current records: 1 April 2016 - 31 March 2017.
Stirling Sports heaviest fish (junior)
Hunting & Fishing heaviest fish (senior)
Graham Evans, 8.6lb, rainbow, caught on Lake O.
(NOTE: entries for heaviest fish of the year must be received within 30 days of
capture. Entries received in March for fish caught outside the 30 day period will not
rd
qualify. Entries close 3 week of March on printing deadline for newsletter)

Wallace Condition factor: best-conditioned fish
Neil Hollebone, Tutaekuri, rainbow Jack, 2.5lbs 17 inches. CF 50.88
This month’s best fish (month to date of newsletter deadline)
Runners up:
If you think your fish qualifies phone Peter Nagle (479-4944) or email
peter.nagle@xtra.co.nz
* Calculate your condition factor on the Wellington Flyfishers website.
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CLUB EVENTS THIS MONTH
CLUB TRIPS
Contact Strato Cotsilinis for details.
Weekend Club Trips away from Wellington are organized each month.
Accommodation is usually prearranged for the Friday and Saturday
nights (dates given are days fishing). Transport is arranged as necessary,
with costs shared. Contact each organizer at the club meeting. Novice fishers
are encouraged to participate. Although assistance will be available, basic
casting and fishing skills are required and will make your trip more enjoyable.
Upcoming trips:
Dates
Destination
Organiser
th

July 9-10
th
August 13-14

Turangi
Turangi

Strato
Strato

ON-STREAM DAY
th

Next onstream day - Sunday 24
The On-Stream Day will be on the Wainuiomata River, weather permitting.
On-stream days are opportunities for members who are new to flyfishing to
learn from an experienced angler. Attendance at one or two on-stream days
will help in gaining an understanding of fishing rivers. Develop rudimentary
casting skills at our Hataitai Park sessions before coming to an on-stream day.
It is your responsibility to have a current NZ sports fishing licence. These can
be purchased from Hunting & Fishing, 444 Cuba St Alicetown, or online from
Fish & Game.
Contact Strato (386-3740) before 9pm on the Wednesday prior to get details
of where to meet. Limited numbers can be accommodated and acceptance
will be on a first come first served basis.
Casting Practice Hataitai Park 6 pm Wednesdays
Casting tuition is available throughout summer until daylight saving ends,
except on on-stream days when casting practice is held on- stream. Being
able to handle windy conditions will do much for your confidence and success
on-stream. Any member who needs help with casting but is unable to attend
the scheduled sessions should phone Gordon Baker (027 494 6487) to
arrange an alternative time. Gordon is a Federation of Fly Fishers certified
casting instructor.
Capital Trout Centre – Closed for winter
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Wellington Flyfishers Club
Reminder

2016-17 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/RENEWAL
Wellington Flyfishers Club
PO Box 9236
WELLINGTON
Cheque Or: Direct deposit online to the Club’s account 06-0582-0030903-00
!$45*

New membership. Family or Individual.

!

Change membership details

!$35*

Renewal. (Family or individual) *Includes newsletter

!$......

Contribution to support the Capital Trout Centre

!Free

Junior or Child License. Date of Birth..............
Please note: Junior members must renew their membership each year.

!NZ$45 Overseas newsletter
Please Print
Name (All names for family membership - please indicate whether adult A, or junior J):
•
•

Address: .......................................................................
.....................................................................................................................
Phone:Home:............ ... Work:...... ... ...... Cell:.................. Email: ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ...
By becoming a member of the Wellington Flyfishers Club, you agree that due to the nature of the
sport the club will not be held responsible for any unforeseen mishaps or accidents that occur at
any officially organized event held by the club.

Applicant’s signature: ....................................

Date: ... ... ...
Suggestions for trip destinations, guest speakers, new club activities, and ideas for
improving current activities and events are appreciated.
Club Secretary email: wellingtonflyfishers@paradise.net.nz
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FISH’N TIPS
Winter breeding is in full swing.
Large fish contribute significantly to future fish stocks, so catch and
release mature fish is the best option to preserve your fishery.
If you see any spawning beds report them to Fish & Game for their
winter surveys.

BOOKS FOR SALE
A top Australian fly fisher, who has an extensive book
collection, has decided to dispose of the collection and
has sent me a catalogue of the books available which
include a significant number of New Zealand books.
Anybody interested is asked to put in a bidding price on
individual books. I will have a copy of the catalogue at the
July club meeting or you can send me an email on
strato.cotsilinis@gmail.com and I will send a copy of the
catalogue to you.
Strato

13

Feather Merchants Fly of the Month

Venue: Tararua Tramping Club Library
Monday 18th , 7.30pm
(Access through side door on north side of building)
Craig’s Night-time & Scotch Poacher
These two excellent night fly patterns
originated in Taupo and Rotorua respectively.
Both are easy to tie and can be used in a
wide variety of lake and river fishing
situations.
Thread
Hook
Tail
Rib
Body
Wing
Hackle

Danville 6/0 black
TMC 3769 or 5262 size 2-10
Tuft red yarn or Black squirrel tail
Medium oval silver or gold tinsel
Black or orange chenille
Pukeko feathers
Black or yellow hackle

www.feathermerchants.co.nz

If anyone has suggestions for fly patterns they would like to see tied at the flytying meetings
please let Gordon know 027 494 6487. This will give an opportunity to plan ahead and order
materials well in advance.
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NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS
th
Deadline for the next issue is 10pm Monday 18 July
As a guide for article length – anything from 250-450 words per page.
Early submission preferred – items not received by the deadline may
not be included. Format text for A5 page size. Please copy and paste
text into an email and ensure images do not exceed1Mb. Mail hard
copy to PO Box 9236, Te Aro, Wellington; or email the editor
chrispa@hotmail.com. (Attached files often result in incoming emails
being treated as spam and being deleted by the server).
The newsletter is dependant on contributions from club
members and all articles are eligible for the annual Literary Prize
awarded at the AGM in May each year.
Advertising: The club has a policy of only accepting advertising
relating to fishing. Commercial rates $25 per half page, members no
charge. Centrefold (Promotional material only) $75. Contact the club
secretary. Please support our advertisers – tell them you saw their
ad in Tight Lines.
Receive the Newsletter as a pdf via email
Contact the editor and/or club secretary to be added to the mail list
(Please check your email settings so that the newsletter is not deleted
as ‘spam’ or ‘junk’)
COMMITTEE MEETING – 5.45 pm, second Tuesday every month.
Any club member who has matters which they believe should be
considered by the committee may discuss them with a committee
member by phone, or at the club meeting, or write to the secretary.
Committee Members – the meeting will be at Petherick Towers, 38
Waring Taylor St.
THE HELPDESK
Helpdesk is an opportunity for those attending club meetings to have
their questions answered. This is a chance for newer members to
have fly fishing mysteries unraveled. Tying techniques and problems,
rigs, knots, fly selection, issues, casting, how to and where to go.
Bring your problems and try the Helpdesk out. It will be manned by a
different senior club member each month.
WEBSITE
The club website and facebook pages provide online information,
contact details and useful links.
http://wellingtonflyfishers.org.nz
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WELLINGTON FLYFISHERS CLUB MISSION
To establish, maintain and conduct a club for the encouragement and
promotion of flyfishing and all activities pertaining thereto.
2016-17 COMMITTEE
President
Past President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Newsletter Editor
Librarian
Website
Club Trips
Catering
Catering
Print Manager
Fly Tying & Casting
Club Competitions
Committee

Strato Cotsilinis
Paul Baker

386-3740
970-2595

Heather Millar
Carmen Cotsilinis
Chris Paulin
Warren Horne
Peter Nagle
Strato Cotsilinis
Piero Bertocchi
Marion Hall
Robyn Gray
Peter Nagle
Gordon Baker

386-3049
386-3740
027 874 7326
386-3049
479-4944
386-3740
027 554 0960
477-0061
475-9572
479-4944
384-6513
027 494-6487
970-2595
472-3456
021 636 033
027 2304770
027 5175825

Paul Baker
Peter Buxton
John Fahey
Linda Brown
John Gamble

CLUB MEMBERSHIP
To join the club: collect a form at a club meeting; download a copy
from the club website; or phone a committee member to have a form
mailed to you. Mail the completed form to PO Box 9236, Te Aro,
Wellington, or hand it in at the next meeting with your subscription
and joining fee.
Meetings are held at 7.30 pm on the first Monday of every month
except January at the Tararua Tramping Club rooms, 4 Moncreiff
Street, Mt. Victoria, Wellington.
Tight Lines, the club newsletter is published monthly, except
January, and is also available to club members via email as a pdf –
contact the editor to be added to the distribution list.
Fees 1 April 2016 - 31 March 2017
Full member or family membership $35, Junior membership no fee.
Joining fee $10
Overseas Newsletter postage $45
Enquiries: kiwiflyfisher@gmail.com
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