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CLUB MEETING 

Monday 4th June  
7.30pm, Tararua Tramping Club Rooms, 4 Moncrieff St., Mt. Victoria 

 
 

This month’s speaker TBA 
 
 

A club meeting is usually held on the first Monday  
of every month (except January) even if the Monday is a Public 

Holiday (Waitangi Day, Easter Monday, Queen’s Birthday  
or Opening Day) 

 
 
Events This Month 

Club Trip: 16/17 June (Turangi)      

Fly Tying:  18
th
 June (7.30pm)        

On-Stream Day: Saturday 9
th
 June (morning) 

 

Casting Clinic: 20
th
 (9.30am) 

 
Future Club Meetings:  
July 2nd 
 

 
 

 
 
 

ANNUAL SUBS ARE DUE 
 
The subs for the 2018 – 2019 year are now due.   
 
At the AGM it was agreed that subs remain the same at $35 renewal for 
individuals and families and $45 for new members. 
 
Please update you information on the renewal form in this magazine and 
send with your remittance. 
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PRESIDENTS REPORT 
For the year ended 31st March 2018 

 
Another year has flown past and I am pleased to report that the club is in 
good heart. 
 
Membership has remained stable and the club is still the second biggest 
freshwater angling club in the country after TALTAC. 
 
Club activities such as club trips, onstream days, casting tuition and 
flytying have continued as normal and thanks must go to all those 
involved in organising these events. 
 
Club meetings have been well attended and thanks go to all the 
presenters who provided us with stories of their travels and fishing 
escapades over the last twelve months. 
 
The Capital Trout Centre has continued to provide memorable 
experiences for over 1,000 children during the year at over 40 events, all 
possible due to the efforts of a dedicated group of members.  Special 
mention must go to Neville Rush who looked after all the maintenance 
and the fish feeding.  
 
I must also thank our committee for their efforts during the year and for 
other members who help out at club meetings etc. 
 
The club’s finances have continued to remain stable with a small profit 
for the last financial year. 
 
We look forward to your input and welcome any suggestions for 
activities, guest speakers etc. 
 
Tight Lines for the future 
Strato 
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Come and see our new range of 

Sims Clothing. 

 

Also a new range of streamer 

flies just great for the Taupo 

winter season. 

 
 

Tons of clothing specials in 

store. 

 
The Flyfishing Experts  

 
 

 Hutt Valley Hunting & Fishing NZ 
444 Cuba Street, Alicetown, Lower Hutt, P O Box 33 206, Petone,  

Wellington, New Zealand 
Telephone: 0064-4-589 9500 Facsimile: 0064-4-589 9520 
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TROPHY WINNERS 

 

Stirling Sports Heaviest Fish – Junior 
Louis Stevens 

 

 

 

Heaviest Trout – Senior  
Gordon Baker 

 

 

 

Competition Cup 
Paul Baker 

 

Presidents Cup 
Hal Levine 
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David Austin Memorial   
(Photographic prize) 

Peter Irwin 

 

 

 

 

Wallace Trophy  
(best condition factor) 
Neil Hollebone 

(no photo available) 

 
 
 
ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS 

 
The guest speaker at the AGM was  
Phil Teal, the manager of Wellington Fish 
& Game who also announced details of 
new awards which are being presented by 
Fish & Game to members of the 
community who have provided outstanding 
voluntary services to Fish & Game 
activities. 
 
He therefore took the opportunity at the 
AGM to make a presentation to Carmen 
Cotsilinis for her contribution to 
promoting young anglers.  Well done 
Carmen. 
 

Many club members have provided outstanding service to the club over 
a number of years but for one reason or another make a move to areas 
away from Wellington.   
 
Over the next few months both Robyn Gray and Gordon Baker will be 
leaving Wellington and the committee wished to acknowledge their 
efforts with a presentation at the AGM. We wish them both well for the 
future. 
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Literary Prize 
Richard Benefield 
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HE RETURNS TO THE MOHAKA RIVER  

After quite a few months off fishing I answered a call from the fishing 
gods; “ you need to go to Mohaka”, “you need to go fishing”, “you need 
to go now”. 

Soon accommodation at “Time Out” 
was arranged, pending work was 
delayed and bags packed with food 
and nourishments packed away for 
about 3-4 days fishing.  

A roaring fire greeted me on my 
arrival, the fridge and TV 
operations were explained, so on 
Wednesday morning I set out 
along Waitara Rd to fish the 
Mohaka. 

Recall I mentioned this was my first trip for quite a while and my casting 
was not quite useless, but not far from useless.  Many of my skills were 
old and rusty!  This did not help by these special Mohaka plants that 
jump to behind you, and should you ever drop the back cast they reach 
up and grab the fly and nylon.  So by now my leader was reduced to a 
mere 8cm – not really long enough for a heavy fly and dropper!  A re-tie 
was in order. 

It is always so pleasant to have an angler watch you untangle yourself 
and then says “what happened?” I am pretty sure I know what 
happened, and so he can also see, and can’t you see, are my immediate 
thoughts – but I’ll be polite, and ask him where he has fished.  This 
person emerged from a nearby campervan.  This was down at Glen Falls 
and now having found it has been fished steadily for the last 3-4 days we 
joined forces and explored down towards Aurora Rd.  

The AWD was needed to circumvent some deep ruts in the road and 
through the ford.  Here some persons, maybe Fish and Game had 
recently widened the track to the river so it is now nearly three persons 
wide. Thanks, it looks like this track widening was only cutback within the 
last week.  Then up river a small way, but now there are fences over 
what was the road track.  This AWD makes new tracks so we soon 
arrived at the normal parking spot, under the top tree. 
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Down the track and into green,  
what, how, where did this green water 
come from, as it was clear at Glen Falls. 
Probably related to some AWD driver 
driving through a ford which had mud on 
both sides of this stream. 

Those dreaded Mohaka plants caught 
my new fishing friend’s flies and nylon 

quite often playing havoc with any attempt for a forward long cast. 
Despite this he still manged the first hook up.  My casting this first day 
slowly, and I mean real slowly, improved only slightly. 

Soon we were having fun and after a quick coffee and lunch off to 
another spot. Here the pool was longer than the memory recalls. Soon it 
was 4pm so off to the accommodation, got the fire going and watched 
the news with a precooked Chinese stir fry accompanied by some strong 
red juice.  

Next day was soupy.  Low cloud covered the State Highway road, the 
Waitara Rd and it was not till I had passed Jock Sutton Road turn-off and 
was heading back down to Aurora Rd did the low cloud disperse. My 
casting arm was now in better form and casts were seen to be landing 
2/3 across the stream with no Mohaka plants grabbing my fly.  Soon with 
those small orange tungsten beads I landed my first of the day. Just 15 
minutes later another hook up but a self-release this time.  These 
enjoyable moments seem to just pass away as soon two hours had 
passed and I did so want to try up river, along McVicars Rd.   

For all those with new breathable or neoprene waders who want to break 
them in with a few blackberry holes I would suggest taking the track to 
the pool downstream to where the old viaduct was.  Here I am sure I 
spooked a good looking trout then thought about this and came to the 
conclusion it was not me at all!  The trout has spotted the bottom fly 
attached to the fly rod, and this fly can cause pain and even sometimes 
death; this is what spooked the trout. 

Again light started to fade and whoops it is nearing five pm so back 
home for food, drink and sleep.  Alas, on Friday the weather was to turn 
to custard; so having farewelled the host the evening before I was able 
to get away early for the 4 ½ hour drive home.  Yeah, by the time I was 
driving through Shannon, headlights were on, wipers were on, demisters 
were on, and it was teeming down.  

I’ll be back with others to fish the Mohaka and stay at Time Out…by the 
way for those who have forgotten take a note of Robbie 021 618-114 
and you will probably get to meet Marilyn, and Dan the rafting man! 
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CLUB CHAMPS TOURNAMENT FROM THE EYE OF AN OUTSIDER 

 

As being a new face to not only New Zealand, but also the Wellington 
Fly Fishers’ club, I have been determined to seek out heaps of new 
challenges and experiences. When Strato presented to me the idea of 
participating in the Club Champs tournament, I just couldn’t say no. 
Although I am newer to fly fishing, I knew it would be an opportunity to 
gain knowledge I couldn’t get anywhere else, knowledge from our very 
own experienced anglers. The Club Champs tournament allowed me to 
spend a day on the river not just fishing, but observing and learning skills 
I wouldn’t normally pick up on if I was fishing alone or simultaneously as 
another fisherman. I found the club tournament to be more in 
camaraderie and less in the competition. I mean fishing always has a 
competitive undertone to it anyway, might as well take a step back and 
learn a new skill or two in the midst of it all! I found myself fully 
appreciating the process from cast to hook-set to helping a mate land 
their fish. I was filled with excitement at every catch. The Club Champs 
tournament is truly a great way for any angler of any skill level to improve 
their skills, catch a few incredible fish, and spend a day on the river with 
other fellow great anglers. It doesn’t get better than that! 

 

-Alexa    

 
HELPFUL LINKS FOR WELLINGTON FLY FISHERS  

                

 

www.creeltackle.com 
 

 

http://wellington.fishandgame.org.nz 

 
www.sportinglife-turangi.co.nz 

 

www.huntingandfishing.co.nz/wellington 

 
www.stevesfishingshop.co.nz 

 
www.fishscene.co.nz 

http://www.creeltackle.com/
http://wellington.fishandgame.org.nz/
http://www.sportinglife-turangi.co.nz/
http://www.huntingandfishing.co.nz/store-locations/wellington/wellington-store-1.html/
http://www.stevesfishingshop.co.nz/store/
http://www.fishscene.co.nz/shop/
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MEETING VENUE (TARARUA TRAMPING CLUB ROOMS) 

4 Moncrieff St., Mt. Victoria 

From motorway: 

Follow Vivian Street and turn left onto Cambridge Terrace, 
then first right into Elizabeth Street at the next set of traffic 
lights. 

Travelling South on Kent Terrace: 

Turn left into Elizabeth Street at the first set of traffic lights 
after the Embassy Theatre (by the Liquor Store). 

Additional parking is available at the Clyde Quay school – 
use the top gate. 

 
 

Best Fish Awards  
Current records: 1 April 2018 - 31 March 2019.  

Stirling Sports heaviest fish (junior) 

Hunting & Fishing heaviest fish (senior) 

(NOTE: entries for heaviest fish of the year must be received within 30 days of 
capture. Entries received in March for fish caught outside the 30 day period will 
not qualify. Entries close 3

rd
 week of March on printing deadline for newsletter) 

Wallace Condition factor: best-conditioned fish 

This month’s best fish (month to date of newsletter deadline) 

If you think your fish qualifies phone Peter Nagle (479-4944) or email 
peter.nagle@xtra.co.nz 

 
 

CLUB EVENTS THIS MONTH  

 

Casting Tuition  

Anyone wanting casting tuition please contact Strato 

mailto:peter.nagle@xtra.co.nz
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CLUB TRIPS 

Contact Strato Cotsilinis for details. 

Weekend Club Trips away from Wellington are organized each month. 
Accommodation is usually prearranged for the Friday and Saturday 
nights (dates given are days fishing). Transport is arranged as 
necessary, with costs shared. Contact each organizer at the club 
meeting. Novice fishers are encouraged to participate. Although 
assistance will be available, basic casting and fishing skills are required 
and will make your trip more enjoyable. 

 
Upcoming trips: 
Dates Destination Organiser 
16/17th June Turangi Strato 
 
 

ON-STREAM DAY 

Next onstream day – Saturday  9th June  

The On-Stream Day will be on the Hutt River, weather permitting. On-
stream days are opportunities for members who are new to flyfishing to 
learn from an experienced angler. Attendance at one or two on-stream 
days will help in gaining an understanding of fishing rivers. Develop 
rudimentary casting skills at our Hataitai Park sessions before coming to 
an on-stream day. It is your responsibility to have a current NZ sports 
fishing licence. These can be purchased from Hunting & Fishing, 444 
Cuba St Alicetown, or online from Fish & Game. 

Contact Strato (386-3740) before 9pm on the Wednesday prior to get 
details of where to meet. Limited numbers can be accommodated and 
acceptance will be on a first come first served basis.  
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FEATHER MERCHANTS FLY OF THE MONTH  

 
Venue: Tararua Tramping Club Library 
Monday 18 June , 7.30pm  
(Access through side door on north side of building) 
 
 

LUMO FLY 
 

 
Hook: Mustad 3666 

Thread: 3.0 black monocord 

Tail: short strands of bright red wool 

Body: luminous Aurora ’lumo’ Skirt, over black thread underbody 

Wing: black marabou 

Overwing: Flashabou 

Head: black thread, whip-finished and superglued 

 
 
If anyone has suggestions for fly patterns they would like to see tied at 
the flytying meetings please let Strato know. This will give an 
opportunity to plan ahead and order materials in advance.  
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NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS 

Deadline for the next issue is 10pm Monday 18th June   
As a guide for article length – anything from 250-450 words per page. 
Early submission preferred – items not received by the deadline may 
not be included. Format text for A5 page size. Please copy and paste 
text into an email and ensure images do not exceed1Mb. Mail hard 
copy to PO Box 9236, Te Aro, Wellington; or email the editor. 
(Attached files often result in incoming emails being treated as spam 
and being deleted by the server). 
 

The newsletter is dependant on contributions from club 
members and all articles are eligible for the annual Literary Prize 

awarded at the AGM in May each year. 

 
Advertising:  The club has a policy of only accepting advertising 
relating to fishing. Commercial rates $25 per half page, members no 
charge. Centrefold (Promotional material only) $75. Contact the club 
secretary. Please support our advertisers – tell them you saw their 
ad in Tight Lines. 
Receive the Newsletter as a pdf via email  

Contact the club secretary to be added to the mail list (Please check 
your email settings so that the newsletter is not deleted as ‘spam’ or 
‘junk’) 
 
COMMITTEE MEETING – 5.45 pm, second Monday every month. 
Any club member who has matters which they believe should be 
considered by the committee may discuss them with a committee 
member by phone, or at the club meeting, or write to the secretary. 
Committee Members – the meeting will be at Petherick Towers, 38 
Waring Taylor St. 
 
THE HELPDESK 
Helpdesk is an opportunity for those attending club meetings to have 
their questions answered. This is a chance for newer members to 
have fly fishing mysteries unravelled. Tying techniques and problems, 
rigs, knots, fly selection, issues, casting, how to and where to go. 
Bring your problems and try the Helpdesk out.  It will be manned by a 
different senior club member each month.  
 
WEBSITE 
The club website and facebook pages provide online information, 
contact details and useful links. 

http://wellingtonflyfishers.org.nz  
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 WELLINGTON FLYFISHERS CLUB MISSION 
 

To establish, maintain and conduct a club for the encouragement and 
promotion of flyfishing and all activities pertaining thereto. 

 

2018-2019 COMMITTEE 
President  Strato Cotsilinis  386-3740 
Past President  Paul Baker   970-2595 
Secretary  Heather Millar  386-3049 
Treasurer  Carmen Cotsilinis 386-3740 
Newsletter Editor Hal Levine  027-420-0482 
Librarian  Warren Horne  386-3049 
Website  Peter Nagle  479-4944 
Club Trips  Strato Cotsilinis  386-3740 
Catering  Robyn Gray  475-9572 
Print Manager  Peter Nagle  479-4944 
Fly Tying & Casting Strato Cotsilinis 386-3740 
Club Competitions Paul Baker  970-2595 
Committee  Peter Buxton  472-3456 
   Brian Bee  021-630-075 
   Scott Garelli  021-325-032  
   John Gamble  027 5175825 
   Linda Brown  027-2304770 
 

CLUB MEMBERSHIP 

To join the club: collect a form at a club meeting; download a copy 
from the club website; or phone a committee member to have a form 
mailed to you. Mail the completed form to PO Box 9236, Te Aro, 
Wellington, or hand it in at the next meeting with your subscription 
and joining fee. 

Meetings are held at 7.30 pm on the first Monday of every month 
except January at the Tararua Tramping Club rooms, 4 Moncreiff 
Street, Mt. Victoria, Wellington. 

Tight Lines, the club newsletter is published monthly, except 
January, and is also available to club members via email as a pdf –
contact the editor to be added to the distribution list. 

 

Fees 1 April 2018 - 31 March 2019 

Full member or family membership $35, Junior membership no fee. 
Joining fee $10  Overseas Newsletter postage $45 

Enquiries wellingtonflyfishersclub@gmail.com 
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