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PRESIDENTS REPORT
With the opening month of the season, now almost over,
things look promising for the months ahead. With the great
weather over Labour Weekend, I hope you all had the
opportunity of getting out on some of your favourite local
stretches or even a trip to Turangi which is having pulses of
well-conditioned fish every time it rains.
Our onstream day to the Wainuiomata on the 21st was
challenging at first with strong winds and cloudy water
conditions due in the main to the new bridge which is being
constructed in the lower reaches for access to the East
Harbour National Park. However as we progressed
upstream, the numbers of fish sighted would be as good as I
have seen for some years and although they were not in
feeding mode, it was good to see.
Our next club meeting is our annual auction, which is our
major fundraiser for the year and a preliminary look at the
auction catalogue reveals some very nice items available.
The November fly tying evening is replaced by the Inter-Club
Fly Tying Competition which this year will be held in the
Tararua Tramping Club Hall. Come and support your club
team and see how of your favourite flies are tied.
The Capital Trout Centre has continued to provide lots of
enjoyment for young anglers. By the time you receive this
magazine our second Open day for the year will be over and
we will be looking towards a Christmas Open Day on the 2nd
December. As always we rely on club members’ help to make
sure the day lives up to the expectations of the youngsters.
Tight Lines-Strato
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NEXTCLUB MEETING Monday 5th November 2018
ANNUAL AUCTION
Rods
Reels
Lines
Flies
and other flyfishing accessories
Viewing from 7pm. Auction starts at 7.30pmHave a
pleasant and successful auction.
AUCTION RULES- ALL PURCHASES MUST BE PAID
FOR ON THE NIGHT
You must complete a ‘bidding form’ to bid at the
auction. This form will be kept by the recorders (Strato
and Peter) and your successful bids will be entered on
your form.
At the end of auction – go to desk and get your “bidding
sheet” from Strato who will add it up.
Please pay. Items cannot be taken away without
payment on the night.
Your sheet will be handed to a committee member who
will pick up your “bids”. Please do not pick up your
own items off the table as this causes confusion.
Please return your “bidding form” to Strato. Do not take
it home as this is required for reconciliation purposes.

3

Come in and get yourself geared up
for the new season
All the latest gear from
Sims
Sage
Riverworks
Manic
Wellington’s largest fly fishing
outfitter
Hutt Valley Hunting & Fishing NZ
444 Cuba Street, Alicetown, Lower Hutt, P O Box 33 206, Petone,
Wellington, New Zealand
Telephone: 0064-4-589 9500 Facsimile: 0064-4-589 9520
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FISHING THE RANGITIKEI- CLUB TRIP

The weather forecast promised us rain on the Thursday
night and the Fish & Game website showed a bright red
fish meaning they anticipated the river would be
unfishable for our club trip on the 13th and 14th..
Despite these warnings we decided to go ahead, staying
at the River Valley Lodge.Some of us drove up early on
the Friday to get in a few casts in before nightfall.
We usually have the Rangitikei trip in February/March
and catch predominantly smaller fish, with the odd large
one keeping us honest.
On arrival, two things were obvious. The river was high
with plenty of colour and approximately 20cm of
visibility. It was still drizzling, but one of the rafting
guides assured us it would be clear and fishable by the
morning. There was also a huge amount of storm
damage. Reportedly, approximately six weeks before,
the area had received torrential rain. The swamp on the
escarpment above the Lodge overflowed and the outlet
collapsed. As a result, what was previously a 60m –
70m waterfall cascading through lush vegetation
became a huge ugly scar.The waterfall plunging
spectacularly down into the river was carrying with it
dirty water which made the river downstream of the
Lodge appear unfishable.
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A couple of fish came to the fly in the late afternoon
followed by a couple moreplus three fish to a spinner in
the discoloured water downstream of the waterfall
before breakfast the next morning. By 8am we were on
our way to Mangaohane. The guide’s promise that the
river would be clear was fortunately correct but the
water level was still significantly higher than we were
used to and prevented some of the crossings we’d
made in the past. Nevertheless, we spent the day
prospecting up and down from the bridge with limited
success. However the browns and rainbows that were
caught were in excellent condition.
After the usual magnificent meal on Saturday night we
were up early again the following morning to check out
of the Lodge and make our way to Springvale for a
morning’s fish. Again, fishing was hard, but one pool
produced four beautiful rainbows in the 3lb – 4½lb
category.A couple more fish from the area well
downstream of the bridge at least gave some success.
Not the most productive club trip.However, the condition
of the fish was very encouraging and given that we
could not fish many of our most popular beats it was still
worthwhile overall.
Club Trips

17 / 18 November

Mohaka

8 / 9 December
LakesOtamangakauKuratauFloat Tubing.
Club Tubes available
Onstream

11th November

Sunday
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New Members
Welcome to Joshua Tabor

Fly tying –
The Inter-Club
Club Fly Tying Competition will be held in
the Tararua Tramping Club Rooms at 7.30pm
Monday 19th November between Hutt Valley
anglers and Wellington Flyfishers Club.
There will be supper provided.
Come and cheer on your club team. This event
replaces the regular flytying night.
MEETING VENUE (TARARUA TRAMPING CLUB
ROOMS)
4 Moncrieff St., Mt. Victoria
From motorway:
Follow Vivian Street and turn left onto
Cambridge Terrace, then first right into
Elizabeth Street at the next set of traffic
lights.
Travelling South on Kent Terrace:
Turn left into Elizabeth Street at the first set of traffic
lights after the Embassy Theatre (by the Liquor Store).
Additional parking is available at the Clyde Quay
school – use the top gate.
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Casting Tuition
Anyone wanting casting tuition please contact Strato

HELPFUL LINKS FOR WELLINGTON FLY FISHERS
www.creeltackle.com

http://wellington.fishandgame.org.nz

www.sportinglife-turangi.co.nz
turangi.co.nz
www.huntingandfishing.co.nz/welling
ton
www.stevesfishingshop.co.nz
www.fishscene.co.nz
NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS
Deadline for the next issue is 10pm Friday 16th
th
November
As a guide for article length – anything from 250-450
250
words per page. Early submission preferred – items not
received by the deadline may not be included. Format
text for A5 page size. Please copy and paste text into an
email and ensure images do not exceed1Mb.
d1Mb. Mail hard
8

copy to PO Box 9236, TeAro, Wellington; or email the
editor. (Attached files often result in incoming emails
being treated as spam and being deleted by the server).
The newsletter depends on contributions from club
members and all articles are eligible for the annual
Literary Prize awarded at the AGM in May each year.
Advertising: The club has a policy of only accepting
advertising relating to fishing. Commercial rates $25 per
half page, members no charge. Centrefold (Promotional
material only) $75. Contact the club secretary. Please
support our advertisers – tell them you saw their ad in
Tight Lines.
Receive the Newsletter as a pdf via email
Contact the club secretary to be added to the mail list
(Please check your email settings so that the newsletter
is not deleted as ‘spam’ or ‘junk’)
COMMITTEE MEETING – 5.45 pm, second Monday
every month.
Any club member who has matters which they believe
should be considered by the committee may discuss
them with a committee member by phone, or at the club
meeting, or write to the secretary.
THE HELPDESK
Helpdesk is an opportunity for those attending club
meetings to have their questions answered. This is a
chance for newer members to have fly fishing mysteries
unravelled. Tying techniques and problems, rigs, knots,
fly selection, issues, casting, how to and where to go.
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Bring your problems and try the Helpdeskout. It will be
manned by a different senior club member each month.

WEBSITE
The club website and facebook pages provide online
information, contact details and useful links.
http://wellingtonflyfishers.org.nz

CLUB MEMBERSHIP
To join the club: collect a form at a club meeting;
download a copy from the club website; or phone a
committee member to have a form mailed to you. Mail
the completed form to PO Box 9236, TeAro, Wellington,
or hand it in at the next meeting with your subscription
and joining fee.
Meetings are held at 7.30 pm on the first Monday of
every month except January at the Tararua Tramping
Club rooms, 4 Moncreiff Street, Mt. Victoria, Wellington.
Tight Lines, the club newsletter is publishedmonthly,
except January, and is also available to club members
via email as a pdf –contact the editor to be added to the
distribution list.
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Fees 1 April 2018 - 31 March 2019
Full member or family membership $35, Junior
membership no fee.
Joining fee $10
Overseas Newsletter
postage $45
Enquiries wellingtonflyfishersclub@gmail.com
OPEN DAY
The next Open Day at the Capital Trout Centre will be
on Sunday 2nd December. Please mark your calendars.
Many thanks to Hunting & Fishing, Alicetown and
Steves Fishing Shop, Ghuznee Street for their continued
support in issuing the licences (tickets).
Registration tickets are at and Steve’s Fishing Shop and
Hutt Valley Hunting & Fishing.
The day begins at 9am and we have the last group
come through at 3pm.
We need club members to assist for whatever time
suits. Phone Strato if you can help.
Plastic Bags. With the phasing out of supermarket
bags we still need to wrap the fish caught, in a bag.
We would be happy to receive supplies of bread bags
and newspaper delivery bags for use at events at the
Capital Trout Centre.
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Catch and release
It was 1st March and opening day in Ireland, 1959
or1960, I cannot recall which, and I was at my grand
parents farm in Co. Antrim, about 10 miles north of
Belfast, and I was going fly-fishing for the first time with
my Uncle Willy. Well, that’s what I called him, but he
was in fact my grandmother’s cousin, so he was more a
great uncle. He was around 80 years then, fit as a fiddle
and a local sports journalist. We were heading to one of
the dams that fed water to the turbines of a local linen
spinning mill. It was called the big dam, to distinguish it
from two other smaller dams in the neighbourhood. I
guess it must have covered around 50 acres. The mode
of transport was Uncle Willy’s push bike and I sat on the
bar!

We had one fly rod between us, Willy’s precious Hardy
split cane three piece in a cloth bag. Each of us had a
fishing bag – mine an ex WW2 canvas gas mask bag
and I was clad in shorts, Wellington boots, a wool
sweater and an anorak that I had acquired the previous
summer for my first scout camp. I wore my school cap. I
think my gran had made us sandwiches and Willy had a
flask of tea, plus his pipe and a thumb fly vise – yes, he
tied flies at the water side with this gadget, a bunch of
hackles, some gold tinsel, thread and little scissors!
Entrancing to watch. He also had a little tin can, that I
later discovered was his whiskey flask!
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It was a couple of miles from the farm to the dam, but
we made it in good time and he tackled up on the dam
bank as I watched, spell-bound. He had a very simple fly
reel, I think it was a “Youngs” model, not as flash as the
Hardy rod, but pretty good. He had a Kingfisher doubletapered braided silk fly line and I was given the job of
dressing it with mucelinfloatant. He had a 9 foot leader
already made up and he explained to me the wonders of
“new nylon” fishing lines that were fast making cat-gut
casts redundant. There were three wee wets on the
leader, spaced about 3 feet apart (some one acquired a
few of these at the club auction two or three years ago,
when I offered few of along with my own wee wets). The
point fly was a Butcher, the next a Greenwells Glory and
the next, closest to the fly-line, a March Brown.

It was quite windy, but dry, up on the dam bank and
Willy instructed me that he would do the first stint and
demonstrate to me the skills and techniques of wet flyfishing, Irish Lough style. I was to keep to his left side
and slightly in front of him. The wind was blowing across
and slightly in to our shore and Willy explained that this
would be to our advantage, because flies and
terrestrials would be blown in towards this shore line
and the fish would be patrolling! Another point he
stressed was that he wouldn’t need to cast too far
because the wind would do it for him. The technique
was to cast out, sub-parallel to the shore and to use a
hand-over-hand retrieve, ensuring that the top dropper
(the March Brown) dibbled the surface of the water. It
wasn’t long before he had a fish on the bank, a brown
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trout of about a pound, a golden belly with red and dark
brown spots. It went back in the water, a tradition to this
day.

Then it was my turn, but before I started the two
droppers were snipped from the cast – to reduce the
chances of a birds nest, and I guess now, the chance of
impaling uncle Willy. With the words ‘slow up, slow up’, I
made my first attempts at casting, soon managing to get
the little Butcher out on to the water. After a few casts
we moved a few paces along the dam bank and
repeated the motion. And then, a roll on the surface, a
tightening of the line and I was into my first trout on fly –
“’keep the rod up, let the rod and reel do the work, get
the line onto the reel” These were the words of advice,
then and now, about how to play a trout. Eventually it
was played out netted, admired and returned - 1st of the
season always goes back! But I was hooked.
JG
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WELLINGTON FLYFISHERS CLUB MISSION
To establish, maintain and conduct a club for the
encouragement and promotion of flyfishing and all
activities pertaining thereto.

2018-2019 COMMITTEE
President
Past President
Secretary
Treasurer
Newsletter Editor
Librarian
Website
Club Trips
Catering
Print Manager
Fly Tying & Casting
Club Competitions
Committee

StratoCotsilinis
386-3740
Paul Baker
970-2595
Heather Millar
386-3049
Carmen Cotsilinis
386-3740
Hal Levine
027-420-0482
Warren Horne
386-3049
Peter Nagle
479-4944
StratoCotsilinis
386-3740
Robyn Gray
475-9572
Peter Nagle
479-4944
StratoCotsilinis
386-3740
Paul Baker
970-2595
Peter Buxton
472-3456
Brian Bee
Scott Garelli
John Gamble
Linda Brown
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