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 CLUB MEETING 
Monday 3rd October  

Tararua Tramping Club Rooms, 4 Moncrieff St., Mt. Victoria 
7.30pm 

 

Paul Baker:  
Commonwealth Fly Fishing 
Championships (Canada) 

+ 

Opening Day Lies 
 
 

A club meeting is usually held on the first Monday of every month 
(except January) even if the Monday is a Public Holiday 

(Waitangi Day, Easter Monday, Queen’s Birthday or Opening Day) 
 
 
 
Events This Month 
Club Trip:     28-29th          
Fly Tying:     17th          
On-Stream Day:   16th   

Casting practice:   Wednesdays  
Capital trout Centre:  23rd    
 
Future Club Meetings: 
November 7th: Auction 
 
 

New Members 
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President’s Report 
 
The new season is almost upon us and it looks like we will have plenty 
of water. 
  
Make sure you have purchased your licence which can be obtained 
through the Wellington Fish & Game website.   Lots of variations to 
choose from. 
  
Enclosed is a 2016-2017 sticker for your car so if you are fishing 
Wainuiomata, please ensure that the sticker is displayed. 
  
We are trying hard to get a full list of all members’ email addresses to 
enable us to send timely reminders for important events in addition to 
the magazine and website.  We are continuing to offer the magazine in 
both email and hard copy which will ultimately reduce our postage 
costs.  Those that wish to have it by email can still pick up a hard copy 
from the meeting. 
  
This magazine also includes the auction form for those who wish to sell 
auction items at our November meeting. 
  
The Pond is now in full swing for the new season with the next open 
day being Sunday 23rd October so for those who are not going away for 
the long weekend, come along with the children (or grandchildren) but 
make sure you get your licence/registration forms first, 
  
Many thanks to John Gamble for his presentation at the last meeting.  
Looks like I missed a good night while I was enjoying the very pleasant 
temperatures of Christmas Island. 
  
At the October meeting Paul Baker will be giving a presentation on his 
experiences at the Commonwealth Fly Fishing Championships held in 
Canada recently. 
  
Strato 
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FULL RANGE 
FULL RANGE 
FULL RANGE 

 
Sage “X” Fly rods 

 
Simms Flyfishing Gear 

 
New Season Fish & Game Licenses 

Available NOW 
(With FREE rod holder) 

 
The Flyfishing Experts 

 
 

 Hutt Valley Hunting & Fishing NZ 
444 Cuba Street, Alicetown, Lower Hutt, P O Box 33 206, Petone,  

Wellington, New Zealand 
Telephone: 0064-4-589 9500 Facsimile: 0064-4-589 9520 

!

!
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Helpful Links for Wellington Fly Fishers  
                

 
189 Taupahi Rd  Turangi 

Tackle Shop open most mornings by 7.30am, Cafe 8am 
                          Email  info@creeltackle.com  
www.creeltackle.com   or   www.turangiflyfish.com  
                        PH 07 3867929 

 

 

  http://wellington.fishandgame.org.
nz 

 

  www.sportinglife-turangi.co.nz 

 

  www.huntingandfishing.co.nz/well
ington 

 

  www.stevesfishingshop.co.nz 

 

  www.fishscene.co.nz 
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How to catch a Trout 
 
A piece of string, a stick and a can of worms. These items will NOT help you 
catch a trout. These fish are too clever for that. What you actually need is a fly 
fishing rod, a fishing line, a reel, a selection of flies, an indicator which floats 
on the water and bobs down when a trout has taken the fly, a pair of waders, if 
you are going to be standing in the water, and a fishing vest which has special 
pockets to keep all of you spare line and flies in.  
 
You will also need a trout fishing license. If you are fishing around Lake 
Taupo, then you will need a Taupo fishing license which you can buy online. 
If you are fishing anywhere else in New Zealand then you will need to buy a 
Back Country License. Be careful because if you are caught without a license, 

say goodbye to all your 
fishing gear, as the 
fishing ranger has the 
right to confiscate all 
of it if you are 
unlicensed. 
 
The type of fly that 
you use is based on 
what the trout are 
eating. This is based on 
the season and the time 
of day. There are lots 
of different types of 
flies to resemble all 
different types of bugs. 
Some are the size of a 
grain of rice and some 
are the size of your 
finger. There are some 
that resemble cicadas 
and others that 
resemble mayflies. 
 
Now for how to catch 
the trout. Pull some 
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line out from your reel. Now you are ready to start casting. You will want to 
wave your rod back and forth from 11 o’clock to 1 o’clock. This takes a lot of 
practice so don’t worry if doesn’t work out the first time. When you bring 
your rod back wait for the line to tighten behind you and then bring it forward. 
Do this the same way when you are bringing the line forward. When you have 
enough line out, let the line rest on the water surface in front of you.  
 
Watch the indicator very closely and if you see it bob under the water quickly 
raise your rod and grab the line to tighten it. If this was a fish the line would 
turn very tight and the reel would start letting the line out. “Then Let the fish 
run”. When you feel and see the line has stopped going out then quickly reel 
the line in. Don’t have any slack on the line or else it gives the fish a chance to 
get away. As the distance between you and the trout gets closer slowly walk 
back. Then keep reeling it in and it should be on land in no time. Then remove 
the fly from the trout and take it home or release it back into the river or lake. 
 
I caught my first trout last year in the July school holidays. At first I thought 
that it was a log, so I tried to keep on pulling in the line. Suddenly a fish 
jumped out of the water and my reel started racing. I then realized that this 
was no snag. This was a fish. I let the fish “run”. I felt the line start to loosen 
so I started to walk back and reel the line in. 5 minutes later the fish was on 
the beach and I had caught my first fish. This was an awesome experience 
  
Most rivers in New Zealand Contain trout. To have the most success fishing I 
would recommend fishing the Tongararo River. There are lots of trout in this 
river all year round. 
 
I hope that you all will experience the same feeling that I felt when I caught 
my first trout.  
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Capital Centre trout pond 
 
Kid’s Open Day (September) 

 
 
During the season the Capital trout 
Centre holds public Open Days, as 
well as hosting school and other 
groups (including family groups) who 
are able to book the Centre and run 
events in conjunction with Wellington 
Flyfishers Club members. 
 
Children wishing to attend Open Days 
are required to obtain fishing licences 
(free) from three outlets in the 
Wellington area : 
• Steves Fishing Shop Ghuznee 

Street 
• Hutt Valley Hunting & Fishing 

Alicetown 
• FishScene Ltd, 1c Taurima St, Hataitai Village, Wellington 
 

These licences are generally available two weeks prior to each Open Day which are 
promoted through junior schools in the Wellington area and other publicity. 
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Following the mid-winter clean-up at the pond everything is looking really great in 
readiness for the new season. A shipment of fish is due on Friday 26 September, a 
couple of birthday parties and then open day. It was nice to see a couple of new faces 
turn up to help but in general the same reliable group of willing hands. 
Morning tea was scones and lunch quiche ,savouries and BBQ sausages and onions. 
As usual Strato and Carmen had everything under control. Great effort team. 
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Want $10k? Just catch a trout 
 

 
A specially tagged rainbow trout caught on either Lake Tarawera, Rotoiti and 
Okataina between October 1st and 9th could land you $10,000.  
All you have to do is catch a trout with a special green tag, marked by Fish & Game, 
and $10,000 is all yours. 
Thirty rainbow trout with specially numbered green tags will be released into 
Rotorua's Tarawera, Rotoiti and Okataina lakes in time for the opening of the trout 
fishing season on October 1st. The competition will run until Sunday, October 9th. 
Fish & Game officer Mark Sherburn says the numbers on the tags correspond to prizes 
contained in sealed and numbered envelopes and one of them contains the grand prize 
of $10,000. The other envelopes contain a $200 tackle or voucher prize, "so every 
eligible angler who returns with a green tag fish will win something". 
"We found from last season that it creates keen interest in fishing the opening week of 
the season." 
Sherburn says that this is the first time in five years the opening has fallen on a 
Saturday, and being in the middle of school holidays, it provides lots of opportunities 
for families to get out on the water. 
Fish for Gold is free to enter. All you must have is a 2016-17 Fish & Game sports 
fishing licence. Children under 12 are not eligible to enter on a free child's licence, but 
can if they are included as part of a family fishing licence. 
The promotion is limited to the first 1200 entries - and you must register online before 
opening day. 
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MEETING VENUE (TARARUA TRAMPING CLUB ROOMS) 
4 Moncrieff St., Mt. Victoria 
 
From motorway: 
Follow Vivian Street and turn left onto Cambridge Terrace, then first 
right into Elizabeth Street at the next set of traffic lights. 
Travelling South on Kent Terrace: 
Turn left into Elizabeth Street at the  
first set of traffic lights after the  
Embassy Theatre (by the Liquor Store). 
Additional parking is available at the Clyde Quay school – use the 
top gate. 
 
Best Fish Awards Current records: 1 April 2016 - 31 March 2017.  

 
Stirling Sports heaviest fish (junior) 
 
Hunting & Fishing heaviest fish (senior) 
Graham Evans, 8.6lb, rainbow, caught on Lake O. 
 (NOTE: entries for heaviest fish of the year must be received within 30 days of 
capture. Entries received in March for fish caught outside the 30 day period will not 
qualify. Entries close 3rd week of March on printing deadline for newsletter) 
Wallace Condition factor: best-conditioned fish 
Neil Hollebone, Tutaekuri, rainbow Jack, 2.5lbs 17 inches. CF 50.88 
This month’s best fish (month to date of newsletter deadline) 
Nigel Robinson, 2.02kg, Major Jones pool, Turangi 
Runners up:  
If you think your fish qualifies phone Peter Nagle (479-4944) or email 
peter.nagle@xtra.co.nz 
* Calculate your condition factor on the Wellington Flyfishers website. 
 
CLUB TRIPS 
Contact Strato Cotsilinis for details. 
Weekend Club Trips away from Wellington are organized each month. 
Accommodation is usually prearranged for the Friday and Saturday 
nights (dates given are days fishing). Transport is arranged as necessary, 
with costs shared. Contact each organizer at the club meeting. Novice fishers 
are encouraged to participate. Although assistance will be available, basic 
casting and fishing skills are required and will make your trip more enjoyable. 
Upcoming trips: 
Dates  Destination  Organiser 

October 29-30th  Turangi Strato 386-3740 
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ON-STREAM DAY 
 
Next onstream day - Sunday 16th  

The On-Stream Day will be on the Wainuiomata River, weather permitting. 
On-stream days are opportunities for members who are new to flyfishing to 
learn from an experienced angler. Attendance at one or two on-stream days 
will help in gaining an understanding of fishing rivers. Develop rudimentary 
casting skills at our Hataitai Park sessions before coming to an on-stream day. 
It is your responsibility to have a current NZ sports fishing licence. These can 
be purchased from Hunting & Fishing, 444 Cuba St Alicetown, or online from 
Fish & Game. 
Contact Strato (386-3740) before 9pm on the Wednesday prior to get details 
of where to meet. Limited numbers can be accommodated and acceptance 
will be on a first come first served basis.  
 
 
 
Casting Practice Hataitai Park Wednesdays at 6pm. 
Casting tuition is available throughout summer until daylight saving ends, 
except on on-stream days when casting practice is held on- stream. Being 
able to handle windy conditions will do much for your confidence and success 
on-stream. Any member who needs help with casting but is unable to attend 
the scheduled sessions should phone Gordon Baker (027 494 6487) to 
arrange an alternative time. Gordon is a Federation of Fly Fishers certified 
casting instructor.  
 
Capital Trout Centre –  23rd  
 
The next Open Day at the Capital Trout Centre is Sunday 23rd October from 
9am to 3.30pm.    Phone Strato (386 3740) if you can assist. 
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Feather Merchants Fly of the Month 

  
 
Venue: Tararua Tramping Club Library 
Monday 17th , 7.30pm  
(Access through side door on north side of building) 
 
Caddis nymphs  
 

 
Caddis form one of the most important food sources for trout, particularly the 
larva or pupa stage. Nymph Hooks generally have a heavier wire and longer 
shanks than dry fly hooks.  
 
Hook   TMC 3761 size 12-14  
Thread   6/0 or 8/0 
Body   Poly dubbing, assorted colours  
Tail   Feather or hair fibres 
Rib   Copper or silver wire  
 
www.feathermerchants.co.nz  

  
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If anyone has suggestions for fly patterns they would like to see tied at the flytying meetings 
please let Gordon know 027 494 6487. This will give an opportunity to plan ahead and order 

materials well in advance. 
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November Club Meeting: Auction!  
As you prepare for the new fishing season, give a thought to the Club auction coming 
up on 1 November. This is always a key event for the Club’s fundraising, and an 
opportunity to trade some of your fishing gear. Well-tied fishing flies are also popular, 
particularly for those that don’t tie their own. And feel free to invite a mate or two 
along for the evening. We often get support from retailers who are prepared to offer 
bargains on slow moving stock.  
 
AUCTION ENTRY FORM:  
Name: Address:  
Wellington Flyfishers Club (Inc)  
ANNUAL AUCTION (Monday 4th November 2013) *NOTE: Auction will be limited to 100 items. 
Viewing from 6.30 pm. Bidding begins 7.00 pm  
Phone:  
Lot No.  Description of item  Reserve $ (if any)  Donated to club (tick)  
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
Notes: Please enter a brief description of items for auction, using one line per lot submitted. Bring your 
completed form to the October club meeting, or email your list to 
kiwiflyfisher@gmail.com by Friday 18th October  
You may enter a reserve for any item if you wish. A commission for the club of 10% will be deducted from 
the amount received even if the item is sold at the reserve price. 
Please indicate if any of your items are donations to the club. 
Goods may be delivered to Gordon Baker, or brought to the club rooms by 6.15 pm on auction night.  
NO MAGAZINES PLEASE!  
If you have any inquiries please phone Gordon Baker 027 494 6487  

 

FISH’N TIPS  

  
New Season Opening Day – the smaller local streams re-open – don’t forget 
your new season licence! Look through your fishing gear, books etc, which 
are now surplus to current requirements but would be very useful for other 
anglers can be sold on your account with a commission to the club or as a 
donation to club funds.  
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NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS 
Deadline for the next issue is 10pm Monday 24th October 
As a guide for article length – anything from 250-450 words per page. 
Early submission preferred – items not received by the deadline may 
not be included. Format text for A5 page size. Please copy and paste 
text into an email and ensure images do not exceed1Mb. Mail hard 
copy to PO Box 9236, Te Aro, Wellington; or email the editor 
chrispa@hotmail.com. (Attached files often result in incoming emails 
being treated as spam and being deleted by the server). 
 

The newsletter is dependant on contributions from club 
members and all articles are eligible for the annual Literary Prize 

awarded at the AGM in May each year. 
 

Advertising:  The club has a policy of only accepting advertising 
relating to fishing. Commercial rates $25 per half page, members no 
charge. Centrefold (Promotional material only) $75. Contact the club 
secretary. Please support our advertisers – tell them you saw their 
ad in Tight Lines. 
Receive the Newsletter as a pdf via email  
Contact the editor and/or club secretary to be added to the mail list 
(Please check your email settings so that the newsletter is not deleted 
as ‘spam’ or ‘junk’) 
 
COMMITTEE MEETING – 5.45 pm, second Tuesday every month. 
Any club member who has matters which they believe should be 
considered by the committee may discuss them with a committee 
member by phone, or at the club meeting, or write to the secretary. 
Committee Members – the meeting will be at Petherick Towers, 38 
Waring Taylor St. 
 
THE HELPDESK 
Helpdesk is an opportunity for those attending club meetings to have 
their questions answered. This is a chance for newer members to 
have fly fishing mysteries unravelled. Tying techniques and problems, 
rigs, knots, fly selection, issues, casting, how to and where to go. 
Bring your problems and try the Helpdesk out.  It will be manned by a 
different senior club member each month.  
 
WEBSITE 
The club website and facebook pages provide online information, 
contact details and useful links. 
http://wellingtonflyfishers.org.nz  
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WELLINGTON FLYFISHERS CLUB MISSION 
 

To establish, maintain and conduct a club for the encouragement and 
promotion of flyfishing and all activities pertaining thereto. 

 
2016-17 COMMITTEE 
President  Strato Cotsilinis  386-3740 
Past President  Paul Baker   970-2595 
Vice President   
Secretary  Heather Millar  386-3049 
Treasurer  Carmen Cotsilinis 386-3740 
Newsletter Editor Chris Paulin  027 874 7326 
Librarian  Warren Horne  386-3049 
Website  Peter Nagle  479-4944 
Club Trips  Strato Cotsilinis  386-3740 
Catering  Marion Hall  477-0061 
Catering  Robyn Gray  475-9572 
Print Manager  Peter Nagle  479-4944 
Fly Tying & Casting Gordon Baker  384-6513 
      027 494-6487 
Club Competitions Paul Baker  970-2595 
Committee  Peter Buxton  472-3456 
   John Fahey  021 636 033 
   Linda Brown  027 2304770 
   John Gamble  027 5175825 
CLUB MEMBERSHIP 
To join the club: collect a form at a club meeting; download a copy 
from the club website; or phone a committee member to have a form 
mailed to you. Mail the completed form to PO Box 9236, Te Aro, 
Wellington, or hand it in at the next meeting with your subscription 
and joining fee. 
Meetings are held at 7.30 pm on the first Monday of every month 
except January at the Tararua Tramping Club rooms, 4 Moncreiff 
Street, Mt. Victoria, Wellington. 
Tight Lines, the club newsletter is published monthly, except 
January, and is also available to club members via email as a pdf –
contact the editor to be added to the distribution list. 
 
Fees 1 April 2016 - 31 March 2017 
Full member or family membership $35, Junior membership no fee. 
Joining fee $10  Overseas Newsletter postage $45 
Enquiries: kiwiflyfisher@gmail.com 
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