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CLUB MEETING
Monday 3 September
7.30pm, Tararua Tramping Club Rooms, 4 Moncrieff St., Mt. Victoria
Where to go and what to use. A new season refresher.
A club meeting is usually held on the first Monday
of every month (except January) even if the Monday is a Public Holiday
(Waitangi Day, Easter Monday, Queen’s Birthday
or Opening Day)
Events This Month
Club Trip:

Sep

22-23 Turangi

Fly Tying:

Monday 17 Sep, 7.30pm

On-Stream Day: Sunday 16 Sep, Hutt River
Casting Clinic:

Contact Strato for help

Future Club Meetings:
September 3

TAUPO LICENCES
The new season starts 1st July.
Make sure you purchase your new licence, which can be done online on
the DOC website
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PRESIDENTS REPORT
Winter is now in full swing and some parts of the country have
experienced severe conditions with floods causing considerable
damage. Our main fishing spots, including the Taupo area, have
escaped any major damage, but high water levels can pose significant
safety issues. Make sure you check the water levels on the various
websites and, wherever possible, fish with a partner.
The rivers around the south end of Lake Taupo have been producing
some excellent early season trout in great condition.
The traditional May run was quite evident in the early weeks of May and
those lucky enough to spend time on the river were well rewarded.
What was most notable was the fact that the browns continue to run
through May and into June and reports seem to indicate that this was
one of the better runs in recent times.
Fishing the Tongariro has been quite patchy with many of the traditional
pools having changed following high water flows and flood protection
work downstream of the bridge. This has resulted in much silting of
some of our favourite lies and the fish seem to be moving through the
river quickly in the search of clean gravels.
th

th

Following the heavy rains on the 13 and 14 June, those expecting big
runs immediately following the rain would have been
disappointed. However it must be remembered that fish can take weeks
to travel the length of the Tongariro up to the spawning grounds and in
the old days we used to expect to wait at least two days after heavy rain
before the fish showed up. This was obvious with the club trip as pods
of fish started to appear Sunday morning and I expect that those who
had the ability to stay after the weekend will have good fishing for the
next few days.
Following recent patterns the main runs are still to come and fishing over
August and September should be rewarding. If we get some rain
Those that are keen enough are picking up a few fish at the river mouths
at night and the mouth of the Tauraunga Taupo, fishing into the lake, is
quite easy fishing using floating lines. Keep well clear of the drop off
back into the river.
When fishing back into the river at the river mouth it is essential that only
floating lines are used as there is a heap of snags that will deplete your
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fly supply if fished with any depth. Lumo flies continue to be a favourite
of most but if you tie your own, we understand that Aurora Skirts are no
longer available from the local stores. Grab what you can.
Strato
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New Catalogue for Season now in
store
Come and see all the new products
10% discount for club members

New Season Fishing Licences are
available
Free pair of polarised sun glasses
with each full season licence
The Flyfishing Experts
Hutt Valley Hunting & Fishing NZ
444 Cuba Street, Alicetown, Lower Hutt, P O Box 33 206, Petone,
Wellington, New Zealand
Telephone: 0064-4-589 9500 Facsimile: 0064-4-589 9520
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CLUB AUCTION NOVEMBER MEETING

Wellington Flyfishers Club
(Inc)

ANNUAL
AUCTION
th

Monday 5 November

Viewing from 6.30pm. Bidding
begins at 7.30pm
*NOTE: Auction will be limited to 100
items.
Name:
Address:

Phone:

Reserve
$ (if any)

Description of item (s)
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Donated
to club
(tick)

Lot #
(Office
use
only)

Notes:




Please enter a brief description of the items for auction,
using one line per lot submitted.
Bring your completed form to the October meeting, or give it
to a committee member, or post it to:
Wellington Flyfishers Club
PO Box 9236
Wellington
New Zealand



If you have any inquiries phone Scott Garelli (021 325 032) or
Strato (04 386 3740)



You may enter a reserve for any item if you wish. A
commission for the club of 10% will be deducted from the
amount received even if the item is sold at reserve price.



Please indicate if any of your items are donations to the club.



Goods may be delivered to Scott Garelli a few days before or
brought to the club rooms by 6.15pm on auction night.



NO MAGAZINES PLEASE

WAITAHANUI RIVER
The article in the August edition of “Tight Lines” reminded me of a
recent experience. Before proceeding I must say that Didimo Dave’s
article is a sad indictment on past practices and while historic
agricultural decisions will hopefully not be repeated, we the present
generation reap what has been sown. In this case quite literally.
The Waitahanui is still a magical place to fish. With my present inability
to walk very far, the lower reaches is still a great place to fish. This
leads me to the story. My fishing buddy Pete and I decided to visit and,
after parking the car on the lake side park and adjusting the gear, we
set out to walk a short way up this river. First a few flicks in the river in
front of the park … the wind coming off the lake allowed reasonable
presentation. No takes. Off up the path under State Highway 1 Bridge
(mind the head) and start looking into the pool the land side. A few
paces and lo and behold tucked into the bank true left a nice-looking
trout. A somewhat difficult cast given the gusts of wind. Finally got the
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nymph close. Fish moved out and up a short way. Looking good I
thought it was also moving with a small patch of weed. A local came by
looked and said “Yes a nice brown trout” Pete had a cast and I had a
rest sitting on a nearby bank. Fish still in station but moving around as
though in feeding mode. No luck so I again had another attempt and
managed to get nymph closer. Again fish responded by moving up and
out probably two feet. By this stage we had invested at least 30
minutes. I looked and looked yes there was the tail and the head or so I
thought, but on reflection I did not see any mouth movement white slash
or anything similar.
At this point I thought it must be a small patch of weed moving and
looking very trout like! Time to move on up and we can ruefully
conclude that it must have been “a weed patch”.
I might say this is not the first time my eye sight has failed me and
accordingly fished at weed. However I think the best I ever did was
many years ago on a trip down south, Lake Brunner on the south side
fishing in a small river. My fishing companion on that trip, the late Barry
Scott, who taught me to fish, had many years of experience and we
spent a good 15 to 20 minutes trying to entice this brown to show any
interest but to no avail. We both walked into the water, about 15 inches
deep, no movement and to confirm that our imagination was working
overtime we poked the image to discover we had been fooled … on this
occasion a solid stone image of the brown trout.
Ever hopeful. Tight lines, Chris
Strato’s talk about downstream lures at the June meeting
Being a learner I found myself taking notes at the June meeting when
Strato talked about how to fish the Tongariro and other Taupo area rivers
at this time of year. I thought that it might be valuable to those of us who
weren’t there or who didn’t take notes and also are learning, to have
some record of what he said.
Downstream Lures
The key word is depth. Weight, swing, and current are also relevant
considerations when using downstream lures.
This is not fishing “wets”. Wets are subsurface flies that sink just below
the water’s surface film.
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At this time of year the fish are spawning. The strategy to catch them is
different than the strategy to use when they are feeding. Spawning fish
do not generally chase the fly. They want to preserve their energy
so stay away from strong currents The fly must move slowly, close
enough to them to interrupt their territorial instincts, for them to take it.
In contrast, when fish are feeding they tend to be closer to feed lines.
You have to get surface bends out of your line by mending for the fly to
swing naturally. You can also hold the rod up high so that you have less
drag from currents which are close to you.
When fishing downstream lures , the object of the mend is to get the line
as deep as possible as quickly as possible. Releasing more slacl line
can help achieve this. You should be stripping slowly back after the line
has started swinging. Once the swing is over, let it hang. Retrieve slowly
for about 10 or so metres. You can make a very subtle strike by lifting
quickly, not violently. Lifting too hard will pull the fly out of the trout’s
mouth. It is not feeding, remember. You can also pull the line to set the
hook rather than lifting the line but you need to get a bend into the rod as
soon as possible.
There are a variety of types of lines that can be used.
Sinking lines- problem is that they sink all the way along their length
and tend to snag as they move downstream.
Shooting heads- they have a five metre heavy tip.
Sinking tips. These generally have a short sink tip and are not so good
in heavy currents or deep water.
Long Sink tips with floating running lines. These are Strato’s
favourite. He likes the Teeny 200, but it’s hard to get. Rio touch
streamer and airflow depth finder, are also good choices. Get a 200 or
possibly 300 for the Tongariro. (I didn’t have much luck trying to find
these either). Use a short leader about 18 to 24 inches long so the fly
doesn’t come too far back up from the bottom. Remember, the key word
is depth.
For the leader, use mono nylon rather than fluoro. Although fluoro sinks
better, the mono adsorbs shocks better than the fluoro and sometimes
the strikes are quite violent.
Flies to use: Mrs Simpson, orange rabbit, orange bead, black woolly
bugger, glow bugs, and the most highly recommended green woolly
bugger and red setter
Hal Levine
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MEETING VENUE (TARARUA TRAMPING CLUB ROOMS)
4 Moncrieff St., Mt. Victoria
From motorway:
Follow Vivian Street and turn left onto
Cambridge Terrace, then first right into
Elizabeth Street at the next set of traffic lights.
Travelling South on Kent Terrace:
Turn left into Elizabeth Street at the first set of
traffic lights after the Embassy Theatre (by the
Liquor Store).
Additional parking is available at the Clyde Quay School – use the top
gate.

HELPFUL LINKS FOR WELLINGTON FLY FISHERS
www.creeltackle.com

http://wellington.fishandgame.org.nz
www.sportinglife-turangi.co.nz
www.huntingandfishing.co.nz/wellington
www.stevesfishingshop.co.nz
www.fishscene.co.nz

Hunting & Fishing heaviest fish
(NOTE: entries for heaviest fish of the year must be received within 30 days of
capture. Entries received for fish caught outside the 30 day period will not qualify.
rd
Entries close 3 week of the month on printing deadline for newsletter)

If you think your fish qualifies phone Peter Nagle (479-4944) or email
peter.nagle@xtra.co.nz
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CLUB EVENTS THIS MONTH
Casting Tuition
Anyone wanting casting tuition please contact Strato.
CLUB TRIPS
Contact Strato Cotsilinis for details.
Weekend Club Trips away from Wellington are organised each month.
Accommodation is usually pre-arranged for the Friday and Saturday
nights (dates given are days fishing). Transport is arranged as
necessary, with costs shared. Contact each organiser at the club
meeting. Novice fishers are encouraged to participate. Although
assistance will be available, basic casting and fishing skills are required
and will make your trip more enjoyable.
Upcoming trips:
Dates
22-23 Sep
13-14 Oct

Destination
Turangi

Organiser
Strato

Rangitikei (staying at
River Valley Lodge)

Strato

ON-STREAM DAY
Next on-stream day – Sunday 16 Sep
The On-Stream Day will be on the Hutt River, weather permitting. Onstream days are opportunities for members who are new to fly fishing to
learn from an experienced angler. Attendance at one or two on-stream
days will help in gaining an understanding of fishing rivers. Develop
rudimentary casting skills at our Hataitai Park sessions before coming to
an on-stream day. It is your responsibility to have a current NZ sports
fishing licence. These can be purchased from Hunting & Fishing, 444
Cuba St Alicetown, or online from Fish & Game.
Contact Strato (386-3740) before 9pm on the Wednesday prior to get
details of where to meet. Limited numbers can be accommodated and
acceptance will be on a first come, first served, basis.
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If anyone has suggestions for fly patterns they would like to see tied at
the fly-tying meetings, please let Strato know. This will give an
opportunity to plan ahead and order materials in advance.
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NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS
Deadline for the next issue is 10pm Sunday 16th Sep
As a guide for article length – anything from 250-450 words per page.
Early submission preferred – items not received by the deadline may not
be included. Format text for A5 page size. Please copy and paste text
into an email and ensure images do not exceed1Mb. Mail hard copy to
PO Box 9236, Te Aro, Wellington; or email the editor. (Attached files
often result in incoming emails being treated as spam and being deleted
by the server).
The newsletter depends on contributions from club members and
all articles are eligible for the annual Literary Prize awarded at the
AGM in May each year.
Advertising: The club has a policy of only accepting advertising relating
to fishing. Commercial rates $25 per half page, members no charge.
Centrefold (Promotional material only) $75. Contact the club secretary.
Please support our advertisers – tell them you saw their ad in Tight
Lines.
Receive the Newsletter as a pdf via email
Contact the club secretary to be added to the email list (Please check
your email settings so that the newsletter is not deleted as “spam” or
“junk”)
COMMITTEE MEETING – 5.45 pm, second Monday every month.
Any club member who has matters which they believe should be
considered by the committee may discuss them with a committee
member by phone, or at the club meeting, or write to the secretary.
Committee Members – the meeting will be at Petherick Towers, 38
Waring Taylor St.
THE HELPDESK
Helpdesk is an opportunity for those attending club meetings to have
their questions answered. This is a chance for newer members to have
fly fishing mysteries unravelled. Tying techniques and problems, rigs,
knots, fly selection, issues, casting, how to and where to go. Bring your
problems and try the Helpdesk out. It will be manned by a different
senior club member each month.
WEBSITE
The club website and facebook pages provide online information, contact
details and useful links.
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http://wellingtonflyfishers.org.nz
WELLINGTON FLYFISHERS CLUB MISSION
To establish, maintain and conduct a club for the encouragement and
promotion of fly fishing and all activities pertaining thereto.
2018-2019 COMMITTEE
President
Strato Cotsilinis
Past President
Paul Baker
Secretary
Heather Millar
Treasurer
Carmen Cotsilinis
Newsletter Editor
Hal Levine
Librarian
Warren Horne
Website
Peter Nagle
Club Trips
Strato Cotsilinis
Catering
Robyn Gray
Print Manager
Peter Nagle
Fly Tying & Casting Strato Cotsilinis
Club Competitions
Paul Baker
Committee
Peter Buxton
Brian Bee
Scott Garelli
John Gamble
Linda Brown

386-3740
970-2595
386-3049
386-3740
027-420-0482
386-3049
479-4944
386-3740
475-9572
479-4944
386-3740
970-2595
472-3456
021-630-075
021-325-032
027 5175825
027-2304770

CLUB MEMBERSHIP
To join the club: collect a form at a club meeting; download a copy from
the club website; or phone a committee member to have a form mailed
to you. Mail the completed form to PO Box 9236, Te Aro, Wellington, or
hand it in at the next meeting with your subscription and joining fee.
Meetings are held at 7.30 pm on the first Monday of every month except
January at the Tararua Tramping Club rooms, 4 Moncreiff Street, Mt.
Victoria, Wellington.
Tight Lines, the club newsletter is published monthly, except January,
and is also available to club members via email as a pdf –contact the
editor to be added to the distribution list.
Fees 1 April 2018 - 31 March 2019
Full member or family membership $35, Junior membership no fee.
Joining fee $10
Overseas Newsletter postage $45
Enquiries wellingtonflyfishersclub@gmail.com
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DOC publishes a new magazine providing up to
date news on the Taupo fishery

Taupo Fishery Focus
By trout anglers for trout anglers
Issue 1 – August 2018
Welcome to ‘Taupo Fishery Focus” – the new bi-monthly
online newsletter aimed at anglers who fish this world class
trout fishery.
In this first edition we highlight the results from this years
lake
productivity surveys and consider the implications for trout.
With the arrival of the spawning runs, we have a timely
reminder to buy a new 2018/19 fishing licence before you hit
the water.
In addition we look at wader safety, highlight videos for new
fly
anglers, reference drift dives and finally celebrate the
recently launched magazine archive, which opens the entire
Target Taupo back catalogue to the general public.
We look forward to developing this e-newsletter over time
and
welcome your ideas and feedback.
James Barnett
Editor
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