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CLUB MEETING
Monday 2 November, 7.30pm
Tararua Tramping Club rooms - 4 Moncrieff St, Mount
Victoria, Wellington

Annual Club Auction Night
Come and get a bargain
Viewing from 7pm. Auction starts at 7.30pm

EVENTS THIS MONTH
Club Trip:
14-15 November Mohaka
(Call Strato 386 3740 to book)
Fly Tying: Mon 16 November
(7.30pm)
On-Stream Day: Sat 21 November Wainuiomata
(Call Strato 386 3740 by the Wednesday prior)
Casting Tuition: Anyone wanting casting tuition please contact
Strato 386 3740

NEW MEMBERS
Andrew Hazelton
Jackie and Antony Foster
Steven Graham
Tim Power
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PRESIDENT’S PAGE
It has been a great weekend for New Zealand sport. All Black rugby
and motorsports are, of course, for most of us, strictly armchair
viewing. Fly fishing, in comparison is a sport that requires active
participation to get the most from it. There is open access to good
fishing water all over New Zealand, including the Hutt River; so
close to us in Wellington.
I have fished the Hutt sporadically over the years, with mixed
success. This is partly because I have focussed on waters further
afield, or the cagey trout in the Wainuiomata River. It is my
intention however to spend more time fishing the Hutt and see if I
can improve my success rate there. Today I squeezed in an hour
and a half between other obligations, had a couple of touches and
spotted a few. By getting out there and keeping note, mentally or
directly, of the conditions and where the fish were to be found you
can quietly make each trip more productive than the last. My trip
to the Wainuiomata River last week was more productive,
including a well-conditioned 5lb brown trout.
As we look with concern at the growing numbers of cases of Covid19 around the word, we must be grateful for our own circumstances
and make the most of the opportunities we have.
In November we have the Club auction. Its always a great
opportunity to add some new fly patterns to your fly box. Despite
my large collection of fly rods, reels, and fly-tying equipment, I still
seem to come away from the auction with something each year.
The fun bit then comes as I try to explain to my wife why my
purchases on the evening really are a good idea, such as why it can
be very useful to have a second fishing net, or even more books…
Tight lines
Paul
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ANNUAL CLUB AUCTION
The Club meeting on 2 November will be devoted to our annual
auction. We have flies, books, rods, waders, everything you need
to have a fun and successful fishing season. The auctioneer will be
a professional and accountants will handle the money. It’s going to
be a smooth operation. You will have to pay on the night, but with
cash, eftpos and cheque as options that will be easy. So come on
down. No doubt you will be happy to score some bargains while
helping the club!

FLYFISHING & PALEOECOLOGY
FROM THE EYE OF A CASTING
PHENOMENON
When I envision the concept of flyfishing I see myself as this
elegant, casting phenomenon. I don’t even know what a casting
phenomenon is, but this internal vision is unyieldingly clear…or
delusional.
I informed my young adult children, “I am now officially a fly
fisherman.” As a new member of Wellington Flyfishers Club, I
hope you don’t find my association to your passionate pastime as
offensive. Frankly speaking, I have never been flyfishing and I’m
intrigued by the whole ‘fly’ concept. I lie, I have been flyfishing
once with my cousin in Colorado Springs, Colorado for about 30
minutes, but only threw the line a couple of times. Despite my
murky recall and fuzzy memories, I do have an indelible
impression of the challenge named flyfishing. The enduring vision
of myself elegantly casting, must be the delusional influence of
Brad Pitt in A River Runs Through It.
I arrived a couple minutes late to the Trampers Club, for my first
Wellington Fly Fisherman’s meeting. If you were in attendance you
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certainly would have to be sympathetic to my reaction, when the
Ranger looking lad standing in front of the group, introduced
himself as a Paleoecologist…“What the Fuck,” I whispered to my
mate, Jai Forrester, a good Christian man, who drove me to this
supposed flyfishing gathering. He placed his index finger across
his lips …sshhhhhhhh!
There were approximately 70 people present, about 93.5% white
male, more than the entire Sunday morning attendance at the
Khandallah Presbyterian Church.
Sitting on a fold-out chair in the back of the auditorium I was
mesmerised by the research and job activities that the guest
Paleoecologist was sharing. When he mentioned the fact that he
‘extends historical records,’ I had to vocally interrupt his
presentation and ask, “What exactly do you mean by extend
historical records?’ Dr. Andrew Reese’s response was more than
adequate, and his explanation only piqued my interest more.
When Dr. Reese spoke, I scribbled down an abridged version of his
problem statement: ‘The health of lakes deteriorating is hampered
by an extreme lack of knowledge.” Wow, no wonder David
Attenborough is pleading with the world to stop, listen and
recognise the impact humankind is having on nature.
Attenborough talks about the perils of Chernobyl, and from
Wellington, New Zealand we were learning about the insidious
pollution in the fresh waters across New Zealand through the guise
of flyfishing addressing our extreme lack of knowledge.
I enjoyed the commentary by the professor of Paleoecology,
imparting wisdom e.g. nature has in-built resilience. I loved the
beauty and depth of that statement. The audience and I were
entertained by his stories and experiences throughout the
presentation. As a General Manager of Innovation, I was struck by
the story of Kiwi ingenuity. Dr. Reese explained that the invisible
barrier that separates warm surface water and stagnant deeper
cold water is problematic for the Lakes’ well-being and ongoing
sustainability. Dr. Reese shared an approach from a kiwi farmer
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who proposed to solve this issue by laying hoses across the bottom
floor of the lake, putting holes in the hose to stimulate circulation.
‘Intriguing concept,’ I thought.
The ability of a Paleoecologist to determine man’s initial presence
at Lake Pounui was curiously fascinating. I was at the Wellington
Flyfishers Club for fly fishing and the only association to flies was
the image on my iphone displaying a fly crawling across the whitehaired head of Mike Pence.
My first experience at Wellington Flyfishers Club was positive with
a favourable assessment and guest distinction. I believe this
flyfishing hobby has more longevity than my new one-year old
guitar, that sits in the corner accumulating dust. Flyfishing here I
come.

Steven Graham

CAPITAL TROUT CENTRE
Next Open Day will be on Sunday 6th December.

An interesting link to check out
https://www.manictackleproject.com/the-manic-guide-to-flyfishing-in-taupo-part1-the-tongariro-river/
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TROUT RECIPE OF THE MONTH #2
by Rolf & Brigitte Brednich

Svenska Forell (föring),
Swedish Trout
Feeds two - Preparation time
30 minutes
•
•

•
•
•

1 medium sized whole trout
4 medium sized tomatoes cut in halves,
4-6 dried figs, 4-6 prunes, zucchini
and carrots cut into fine sticks,
a bunch of parsley
200 ml dry white wine
200 ml cream
Salt and pepper

Season the cleaned trout inside and outside with salt and pepper.
Place the trout into and across a baking dish.
Surround the trout with the vegetables and dried fruit; divide the bunch
of parsley into four pieces and place into the corners of the baking dish.
Pour over the vegetables wine and cream
Cook the trout for ca. 25-35 min. on 160°C. or until well cooked through.
Sides: Basmati rice and a green salad.

Strålande aptit!
Brigitte & Rolf
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Hutt Valley Hunting & Fishing

New

Scott Centric Fly Rods

New

Riparian Camo Clothing

New

Dry Creek Zip Packs

New

Fly Patterns

Club discount 10% available on flyfishing purchases with
your membership card.

Visit our new bigger and better store at
8 Te Puni Street, Petone 5012
Look for the lime green building
Hutt Valley Hunting & Fishing NZ
P O Box 33 206, Petone, Wellington, New Zealand
Telephone: 0064-4-589 9500 Fax: 0064-4-589 952
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RANGITIKEI CLUB TRIP
It rained heavily on Wednesday and the river
level graphs showed a significant spike in the river levels for the
Rangitikei River.
However we had booked the River Valley Lodge and if nothing else,
it’s a great place to spend a few hours relaxing.
Arriving at the Lodge mid-afternoon on the Friday we were
surprised to see that although the river was quite high, it was
definitely clear enough to fish and it was not long before our
nymphs were searching the runs and rifles adjacent to the Lodge.
However, disappointingly this stretch did not produce its usual
number of feisty rainbows and the only success was a nice brown
and a small rainbow. Strangely enough the same brown was
caught on he Sunday morning as we were getting ready to leave.
By evening all seven anglers had arrived and we were met by the
chef of the Lodge indicating that our evening meal was ready. As
we had booked the meal for Saturday night and not Friday night,
this caused some confusion but the Lodge was very
accommodating and our meals were put to good use by the staff.
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The fact that the river by the Lodge was certainly fishable, boded
well for the next morning where we all travelled to the
Mangaohane Bridge area and later in the afternoon to Springvale.
Again disappointingly only one fish (a nice 6lb rainbow) was our
only success but the scenery both travelling to and from the fishing
spots and the fishing spots themselves, was outstanding and quite
impressed those anglers who had never been to this area before.
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The meal on Saturday night was its usual high standard and we
were joined by a group of twelve middle aged motor bike
enthusiasts and another family group of twelve, so the Lodge was
really buzzing and a great atmosphere.
Sunday morning we packed up and headed south not expecting the
river to be fishable but again we were pleasantly surprised.
Unfortunately Toe Toe Road produced no fish but Mangaweka kept
our spirits up with a couple of nice rainbows and a couple more
lost.
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One of the group had fished the Pohangina on the way up to join us
on the Friday and had been quite successful so they went back
there on the way home and again added to their tally.
This is a stream which few of us have fished and sounds like it
would be worth a bit of exploring.
All in all a below par trip in terms of fish caught but very enjoyable
socially and the scenery was outstanding with velvet green pastures
dotted with proud ewes and their twin lambs.

USEFUL LINKS
For a list of useful links including licences, river flow levels,
weather sites and organisations please visit the club website.
https://wellingtonflyfishers.org/links
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FLY OF THE MONTH
Monday 16 November 2020, 7.30pm
Tararua Tramping Club Locker Room
(Access through side door on north side of building)

Humpy
This is a very useful summer pattern. The Humpy seems to suggest
a variety of different insects when tied in a range of sizes. It has
buoyancy so can support a nymph in quite
turbulent water. The Royal Humpy
variation has white wings and is clearly
visible in rough water.
Hook
Thread
Tail
Overbody
Abdomen
Wing
Hackle

TMC 9300 size 10-16
Danville 6/0 black
Moose Hair
Elk or deer hair
Red, green, yellow floss.
Green or blue metallic tinsel or peacock herl.
Elk or deer hair tips or white calf body
Brown

If anyone has suggestions for fly patterns they would like to see
tied at the flytying meetings please let us know. This will give us an
opportunity to plan ahead and order materials well in advance.
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CLUB TRIPS
Contact Strato Cotsilinis for details.

MoHaka 14/15 November 2020
Staying at Timeout Titiokura
Book now to reserve your place.
Ring Strato (hm) 386 3740

ON-STREAM DAY
Next onstream day – Saturday 21 November
The On-Stream Day will be on the Wainuiomata River, weather
permitting. Onstream days are opportunities for members who
are new to flyfishing to learn from an experienced angler. It is
your responsibility to have a current NZ sports fishing licence.
These can be purchased from Hunting & Fishing, 444 Cuba St
Alicetown, or online from Fish & Game. Contact Strato (3863740) before 9pm on the Wednesday prior to get details of where
to meet. Limited numbers can be accommodated and acceptance
will be on a first come first served basis.
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CLUB MEETING VENUE
Tararua Tramping Club rooms - 4 Moncrieff St, Mount Victoria,
Wellington. For a detailed map and instructions on getting there
please visit the club website https://wellingtonflyfishers.org/clubmeetings/

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS
Please visit the Website for details relating to newsletter
submissions https://wellingtonflyfishers.org/newsletter/

COMMITTEE MEETING – 6 pm, second Monday
every month. For additional details please see the club website
http://wellingtonflyfishers.org.nz/committee

THE HELPDESK
Helpdesk is an opportunity for those attending club meetings to
have their questions answered. This is a chance for newer members
to have fly fishing mysteries unravelled. Tying techniques and
problems, rigs, knots, fly selection, issues, casting, how to and
where to go. Bring your problems and try the Helpdesk out.

WEBSITE
The club website and facebook pages provide online information,
contact details and useful inks. http://wellingtonflyfishers.org.nz

CLUB MEMBERSHIP
To join the club: collect a form at a club meeting; download a copy
from the club website; or phone a committee member. Mail the
completed form to PO Box 9236, Te Aro, Wellington, or hand it in
at the next meeting with your subscription and joining fee.
Meetings are held at 7.30 pm on the first Monday of every month
except January at the Tararua Tramping Club rooms, 4 Moncreiff
Street, Mt. Victoria, Wellington.
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Tight Lines, the club newsletter is published monthly, except
January, and is also available to club members via email as a pdf –
contact the editor to be added to the distribution list.

FEES 1 APRIL 2020 - 31 MARCH 2021
Full member or
family membership

Junior
membership

Joining
fee

Overseas Newsletter
including postage

$35

no fee.

$10

$45

Enquiries wellingtonflyfishersclub@gmail.com

RECEIVE THE NEWSLETTER VIA EMAIL
As a club member you should receive a copy of the club newsletter
via email if you are not receiving club emails please see the website
for details. https://wellingtonflyfishers.org/newsletter/

CLUB MISSION
To establish, maintain and conduct a club for the encouragement
and promotion of flyfishing and all activities pertaining thereto.

COMMITTEE
President
Past President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Newsletter Editor
Librarian
Website
Club Trips
Helpdesk
Fly Tying & Casting
Club Competitions
Committee

Paul Baker
Strato Cotsilinis
John Gamble
Heather Millar
Carmen Cotsilinis
Linda Brown
Warren Horne
Scott Garelli
Strato Cotsilinis
Hal Levine
Strato Cotsilinis
Paul Baker
Peter Buxton
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970 2595
386 3740
027 517 5825
386 3049
386 3740
027 230 4770
386 3049
021 325 032
386 3740
027 4200 482
386 3740
970 2595
472 3456

