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CLUB MEETING 
Monday 1 March, 7.30pm 

Tararua Tramping Club rooms - 4 Moncrieff St, Mount 
Victoria, Wellington 

 

 

PREPARING FOR TAUPO WINTER RUNS 
 

Access points and suggested flies 
General discussion for all to participate  

 
 
  

EVENTS THIS MONTH  

Club Trip: 19th – 21st March - Manganui-o-tea-o  
(Camping Trip) 

Fly Tying: Monday 15th March 

On-Stream Day: Saturday 27th March (morning) Wainuiomata 
(Please call Strato 386 3740 by the Wednesday prior) 

Casting Tuition: Anyone wanting casting tuition please contact 
Strato 386 3740 

Capital Trout Centre 
Open Day Saturday 13th March 

 

NEW MEMBERS 
Hazel Dobbie 
Kerry Martin 
Josh Kench  
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PRESIDENT’S PAGE 
The weather has been kind. The Ruamahanga was low and clear for 
the Club fishing competition and the Euro nymphing course the 
next day.  Wellington Anniversary and Waitangi weekends were 
also great. As we approach late summer, the mornings are 
becoming cooler and the trout I have seen are in great condition. 

We are lucky to have so many choices for fishing, and Strato has 
some great club trips lined up over the coming months. One club 
member recently had a remarkably successful trip to the Tukituki 
River for those inclined to go past the Manawatu and many other 
fishable waters. 

Our focus for the March Club meeting however will be on the 
Tongariro River. While recent years have seen the largest runs 
there occurring in late winter, last year there was also some 
excellent early winter fishing with trout in great condition. Of 
course, this is also the time to target brown trout. We will discuss 
the various access points to the river, characteristics of some of the 
pools, and discuss rigs and techniques. With the increased 
popularity of Spey casting and Euro nymphing, in addition to the 
more traditional nymphing and wet-lining, anglers can cover more 
water and target parts of the river that may have had less attention 
some years ago. 

I look forward to seeing you at the meeting, and hearing updates 
on different locations where members have fished over the past 
month.  

Tight lines. 

 

Paul 
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CLUB TRIP CALENDAR 
 
19th – 21st March - Manganui o te Ao (Camping Trip) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Month Dates Venue
April 9,10,11 Rangitikie River (River Valley Lodge)
May 7,8,9 Tukituki River (Patangata Lodge)
June tba Manawatu
July tba Turangi
August tba Turangi
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HUTT VALLEY HUNTING & FISHING 

Summer’s here 
Come and stock up on  

all your fishing  
and camping supplies 

 
 

Club discount 10% available on flyfishing purchases  
with your membership card. 

 
Visit our new bigger and better store at 

8 Te Puni Street, Petone 5012 

 
Hutt Valley Hunting & Fishing NZ 

P O Box 33 206, Petone, Wellington, New Zealand 
Telephone: 0064-4-589-9500  Fax: 0064-4-589-9520 



 6    

 
Creamy Trout Soup 

Feeds two to three. Preparation time ca 35 minutes 

• 400 gr trout filets 
• 100 gr leek 
• 100 carrots  
• 100 gr champignons 
• 3 tbsp sesame oil 
• 1 ltr hot water 
• 1 tbsp vegetable stock 
• 3 tbsp lemon juice 
• 4 tbsp wheat flour  
• 100 gr cream 
• 2 tbsp tomato puree 
• ½ tsp white pepper 
• 2 tsp herbal salt 
• Some dill twigs for decoration 

Wash the vegetables and cut them in thin slices. 
Heat the oil in a big pot and sear the vegetables for five minutes. Add the 
water and the vegetable stock and bring to the boil.  
Sprinkle the lemon juice and put one half of the filets on the vegetables. 
Let the mixture simmer for 15 minutes. 
Fill the vegetables and the fish into the blender, bring the mixture back 
into the pot and let it simmer. 
Mix the flour, the cream and the tomato juice and stir it into the soup 
and let it simmer for 2 to 3 minutes.  
Cut the rest of the filets into small pieces and let it warn up in the soup. 
Remove the pot from the stove and season the soup with pepper, herbal 
salt und some lemon juice, garner with some dill twigs. 
Serve with toast. 
 

Bon appetit!  
Rolf & Brigitte  

 

TROUT RECIPE OF THE MONTH #5 
by Rolf & Brigitte Brednich 
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COMPETING AND LEARNING 
ON THE RUAMAHANGA 
The club competition was held on Saturday, 13 February.  Paul, 
Strato, Reuben, Warren, Greg and I signed up. The format for our 
club is to pair experienced and novice  fishers together on beats.  
This allows those of us who need some tuition to learn a thing or 
two about competitive fishing. Since we were supposed to start 
early in the morning a few of us stayed in the local area on Friday 
night. I camped at the cliffs, a very nice spot at the end of Dakins 
road. We assembled Saturday morning, bright and early in the 
reserve near the Gladstone Bridge,also a nice camping area. One of 
us was a bit late, (he will remain nameless), but made up for it by 
buying everyone a beer at the pub in the evening. Paul sent the 
most detailed maps showing the various spots, all in colour, with 
precise photographs and driving directions. After designating the 
three experienced fishers (himself, Strato and Warren) we picked 
straws to pair up and headed towards our various beats. 

Paul and I went to Wardell’s Bridge.  It was hot, very exposed to 
the sun, and relatively devoid of fish although Paul managed to 
coax a few into  the net. I was sweaty, tired, thirsty and somewhat 
disheartened as we trudged back to the car and met for lunch at 
our starting point. Paul decided to cut me loose for the afternoon, 
but did it in the most gentle way, pairing me up with Warren.  
Reuben and Strato each caught some fish. 

Warren and I fished Kokotau Bridge upstream.  Strato and Greg 
headed down but there were members from the Hutt club already 
fishing there and they had to move somewhere else.There was 
shade, nice runs, and fish. I actually hooked a few and came away a 
much happier boy. When we got back it was time to tally the 
scores. Strato and Paul were practically in a dead heat for first.  
Strato was declared the winner on some arcane rule 
(congratulations).  I wasn’t paying that much attention to the 
reasoning behind the decision because I was pretty happy not to 
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have come in last. (By the way all the club members who didn’t 
come to the competition are tied for seventh place.) 

Sunday was devoted to instruction by Paul on Czech nymphing. 
Five of us competitors were joined by Jan and Nick at the Cliffs 
campsite.  During the first hour or so we got a detailed description 
of how to rig the rod and Paul laid out on the picnic table the most 
extensive and bewildering collection of fishing lines I have ever 
seen. He was talking about knots (the figure of 8 for droppers looks 
quick and easy) their strength, line breaking strain and diameters 
etc. My mind started to wander back to physics class at high 
school, a not altogether happy experience for me or the 
unfortunate teacher. Jan was snapping away. I guess she will ace 
the final. 

We headed out onto the water for casting practice. This was really 
excellent. When I was fishing with Paul in the morning I noticed 
him doing odd things with his line and he showed us how to do 
this. It involves flicking with the wrist, casting a tight straight 
towards the fly, line, and tacking in a way to change direction. (He 
said something about triangles).Greg started doing it with his left 
hand because he felt that his right wouldn’t cope with the change 
enough for him to become proficient. I found that I could do it 
pretty much equally with both hands which saves repetitive strain 
on one side. After spending time with each of us and showing us 
exactly what to do Paul demonstrated how to fish a run covering 
the water. He pulled a trick which I’ve seen before, but it remains 
impressive. He showed us a fish, told us he’s going to catch the fish, 
then caught and landed it. Giving it a go, a few of us managed to 
hook fish and Nick actually landed a couple.  When it was over we 
were all pretty happy to have learned this and convinced that we 
were shown a valuable technique well worth investing in. 

 

Hal Levine 
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HERE WE ARE, ANOTHER MID-
WEEK FISHING TRIP. 
Late January 2021, the weather was turning out to be warm and dry for a 
return to Manganui o te Ao.  After meeting at Raetihi for a quick lunch it 
was off to our usual accommodation - again spacious, clean, comfortable 
and quiet.  The afternoon was a quick drive around gaining ideas of when 
to fish where.    Monday Oliver’s Reserve, Tuesday over the hill, Wednesday 
the Domain after the campers have all left and Thursday elsewhere.  Yep, 
that sounds a great plan! 

Day 1 Monday Off to find Oliver’s Reserve (also known as Ram 
Paddock’s Pool) - not at the first location, nor at the second, finally after 
viewing Google maps and viewing the road and the river we found it, 
somewhat late morning.  Lovely clear water, but alas, quite low and no fish.  
Lunch took us to the Domain, so soon we were onto fish – Maurice’s fish 
going up stream, downstream, upstream, and sideways until it was 
released.    A few more touches and why they failed to secure themselves 
onto these attractive hooks can only be called a fishy conversation. 

This success was not 
continued as we moved 
upriver, often losing gear on 
boulders and the bushes 
behind us – those long-armed 
bushes catching flies again!  
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“Thy rod and thy staff they comfort me” 

Day 2 Tuesday An early start so we could get 
over the hill onto some private access water.  A 
quick drive along the road, scaring two wild 
deer off the road and soon we were at the 
beginning of this one hour walk spot.   Over 
the hill, the first area was long slow pools, 
uninviting, so back up this small, yet steep 
path and down to the bach.  Here we found 
shade, shelter, deck chairs and the cold drink 
was quickly on demand.  Here the fast water 
at the eye of the pool was surprisingly 
unproductive, rather the quiet bays 

downstream a little where a good current flowed over a rocky river bed.    
Another hook up and release gave up enthusiasm we had found a likely 
holding lie.    The frequent rises reinforced this opinion.  Back to the shelter 
for lunch, change gear to a dry and dropper, but still no more hook ups, so 
our determination was growing for the next few days- maybe Ferns Pool 
for Thursday?  

Day 3 Wednesday  Yes, we got to the Domain and yes, no campers only 
DOC staff placing new signs. 

From the end, working our way 
upstream to the picnic area took 
all morning.   After lunch 
another quick flick, but here we 
met Nimmo - a battery operated 
fish with a moving tail on top of 
a rock. 

Soon another fish landed, but it 
did not take long to warm to 

28C; so off home to cool off.  Surprise, on our way home we found Fern 
Pool at the first location stop. 
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Day 4 Thursday A bit of a sleep-in, as Fern Pool was not far from the 
school and yes; as we arrived a vehicle was there just before us.   Had to be 
a fellow angler so despondently we were set for another boring day at the 
Domain.  Hey, how about some other’s farmer’s property?  Ok, then… 
Down we drove and found the best fishing water on this trip - runs, ripples 
into deep pools.   It took two casts to get into the first fish.  After battling 
these plants grabbing our flies it was these rocks now having their play. 
A few replacement lines later, rather than sooner we were into fish again!  
It did not seem long till again, the mid afternoon sun and heat suggested 
we retreat to home for some beer essentials, quick shower, a rest before 
preparing to pack for departure tomorrow. 

Day 5 Friday More of a sleep-in, as 
today we leave for home.   We were 
ready to leave about 8:00am and 
return home to mundane duties like 
cleaning our gear, cleaning the car 
and preparing for the next trip away – 
looks like Mohaka in March!    Yes, 
we shall fish together again!  

An enjoyable trip together; by Maurice and Grant. 

Let’s get away to more of these mid-week trips! 

Maurice Broome- mid week trip organiser  
contact: maurice-fishing@xtra.co.nz 
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RESULT OF FLY BOX RAFFLE 
The raffle for the fly box and 168 flies was drawn at the December meeting 

Lucky ticket was number 149 – won by Phil Haslam 

Grateful thanks to Richard Benefield for the donation of the fly box and 
flies. 

Thanks also to everyone who bought tickets and therefore assisted in 
raising funds for the Capital Trout Centre. 

 
CAPITAL TROUT CENTRE 
After running out of fish we are now expecting a shipment on the 24th 
February. The next open day will therefore be  SATURDAY 13th MARCH. 
Tickets will be available from Capital Fishing and Hunting & Fishing from 
Monday 2nd March 

 

MAGIC FISH COATING  
Recipe Compliments of Jan Simmons 

• 1 cup medium cornmeal (polenta) 
• 2 tsp salt 
• 1/2 tsp pepper 
• 2 tsp curry powder 
• 3 tsp smoked paprika 

Mix all ingredients, and use as a coating for trout pieces. Fry in butter or 
olive oil. Great for other kinds of fish, chicken and wiener schnitzel. 
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FLY OF THE MONTH 
Damsel Fly Nymph & Dry Fly 

Damsel flies are a still water species. 

When conditions are right damsels can 
be everywhere and yet few damsel flies 
are found in fishermen’s fly boxes. 

Can be fished either as a nymph or as a 
dry fly.  

Venue:  Tararua Tramping Club 
Monday 15th March 2021 7.30pm 
(Access through side door on north side 
of building) 

 
 
 
 
 

Tying a Nymph: 
 

Tail Green Marabou 
Ribbing Copper Wire 
Body Green or brown marabou dubbing
Wing Case Plastic Bag 
Legs Soft green hackle
Eyes Either a single bead or two lightweight eyes 

 
If anyone has suggestions for fly patterns they would like to see 
tied at the flytying meetings please let Strato know (386 3740) 
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ON-STREAM DAY  
Next onstream day – Saturday 27th March       
The On-Stream Day will be on the Wainuiomata River, weather 
permitting. Onstream days are opportunities for members who are 
new to flyfishing to learn from an experienced angler. It is your 
responsibility to have a current NZ sports fishing licence. These 
can be purchased from Hunting & Fishing, 444 Cuba St Alicetown, 
or online from Fish & Game. Contact Strato (386-3740) before 
9pm on the Wednesday prior to get details of where to meet. 
Limited numbers can be accommodated and acceptance will be on 
a first come first served basis 

USEFUL LINKS 
For a list of useful links including licences, river flow levels, 
weather sites and organisations please visit the club website. 
https://wellingtonflyfishers.org/links 

CLUB MEETING VENUE 
Tararua Tramping Club rooms - 4 Moncrieff St, Mount Victoria, 
Wellington.  For a detailed map and instructions on getting there 
please visit the club website https://wellingtonflyfishers.org/club-
meetings/ 

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS 
Please visit the Website for details relating to newsletter 
submissions https://wellingtonflyfishers.org/newsletter/ 

COMMITTEE MEETING 
6 pm, second Monday every month. For additional details please 
see the club website  
http://wellingtonflyfishers.org.nz/committee 
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HELPDESK 
Helpdesk is an opportunity for those attending club meetings to 
have their questions answered. This is a chance for newer members 
to have fly fishing mysteries unravelled. Tying techniques and 
problems, rigs, knots, fly selection, issues, casting, how to and 
where to go. Bring your problems and try the Helpdesk out.  

WEBSITE 
The club website and facebook pages provide online information, 
contact details and useful inks. http://wellingtonflyfishers.org.nz 

CLUB MEMBERSHIP 
To join the club: collect a form at a club meeting; download a copy 
from the club website; or phone a committee member.  Mail the 
completed form to PO Box 9236, Te Aro, Wellington, or hand it in 
at the next meeting with your subscription and joining fee.  

Meetings are held at 7.30 pm on the first Monday of every month 
except January at the Tararua Tramping Club rooms, 4 Moncreiff 
Street, Mt. Victoria, Wellington. 

Tight Lines, the club newsletter is published monthly, except 
January, and is also available to club members via email as a pdf –
contact the editor to be added to the distribution list. 

FEES 1 APRIL 2020 - 31 MARCH 2021 

Full member or 
family membership 

Junior 
membership 

Joining 
fee  

Overseas Newsletter 
(Email only) 

$35 no fee. $10 $35 
Enquiries wellingtonflyfishersclub@gmail.com 
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RECEIVE THE NEWSLETTER VIA EMAIL  
As a club member you should receive a copy of the club newsletter 
via email if you are not receiving club emails please see the website 
for details. https://wellingtonflyfishers.org/newsletter/ 

CLUB MISSION 
To establish, maintain and conduct a club for the encouragement 
and promotion of flyfishing and all activities pertaining thereto. 

COMMITTEE 
President Paul Baker 970 2595 
Past President Strato Cotsilinis 386 3740 
Vice President John Gamble            027 517 5825 
Secretary Heather Millar 386 3049 
Treasurer Carmen Cotsilinis 386 3740 
Newsletter Editor Linda Brown            027 230 4770 
Librarian Warren Horne 386 3049 
Website Scott Garelli  021 325 032 
Club Trips Strato Cotsilinis 386 3740 
Helpdesk Hal Levine 027 4200 482 
Fly Tying & Casting Strato Cotsilinis 386 3740 
Club Competitions Paul Baker 970 2595 
Committee Peter Buxton 472 3456
 
  



    
 


