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Any articles published in this newsletter are the opinions of the 
author alone and do not necessarily represent the views of the club 
as a whole or other members of the club.
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CLUB MEETING
Monday 3 October, 7.30pm 

Tararua Tramping Club rooms - 4 Moncrieff St, Mount
Victoria, Wellington

OPENING DAY LIES
Come and share your experiences of fishing the Opening

Day of the season

EVENTS THIS MONTH 

Club Trip: 28-30  October - Mohaka  

Fly Tying: Monday 17  October - Lunker Buster

On-Stream Day:
Saturday 16 October, Wainuiomata (9am at
bottom bridge) Please call Strato 04 386
3740 by the Wednesday prior

Pond (School Holidays)
The next Open Day is to be held on Sunday
9th October.

Casting Tuition: Anyone wanting casting
tuition please contact Strato 04 386 3740

Fishing Licences
The new season for Fish & Game begins 1st October.
Make sure you have purchased your new season licence. 
Get your new licence now online.   Don’t be caught without one.

Women on the fly – Spring Workshop
Upper hutt 25-27 November
An initiative of the Kapiti Fly Fishing Club
Contact Leigh Johnson - leigh@leighjohnsonnz.com
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PRESIDENT’S PAGE
I’m pleased we had a good turnout at the September meeting. Dave 
Hern shared a lot of ideas and mentioned some areas worth fishing that 
are likely overlooked by the casual visitor. Dave also offered to take a 
phone call from members visiting the Hawkes Bay and to provide advice
on conditions at the time. I have a stack of his business cards and will 
bring those along to the next meeting, or you can get Dave’s contact 
details from Strato or myself.

Our next meeting is just three days into the new season, but I am sure 
many of our members will be spending time on local streams and rivers 
over the opening weekend. Lakes Otamangakau and Rotoaira are open 
in September, and I have seen photos of some excellent fish caught at 
Lake Otamangakau already. The Club’s onstream day in September 
went up to the Kourarau Dam in the Wairarapa. For our October 
meeting we will look to share experiences on both the lakes and rivers. 
If you are looking for ideas on where to fish, or what techniques might 
work best early season, then come along with your questions and I’m 
sure we can find some conflicting answers for you to mull over.

It has been apparent that we have had very few entries for the Club’s 
trophies so far this year, in particular the heaviest fish (senior & junior), 
and condition factor. There is a voucher available every month for 
heaviest fish. We have made entry as simple as we can. Just notify 
Strato or me at the meeting, or before the meeting by email, of the 
details of your catch. It must be weighed using a set of accurate scales 
however, as estimated weights of released fish are just not fair on other 
members. A weigh net is obviously useful for that, but it is also simple 
enough to weigh the fish in the net and adjust for the weight of the net. 
If you don’t have the formula for calculating the condition factor, just 
provide both the weight and length of the fish and we can sort that 
quickly enough.

Here's hoping for clear waters and fine day on 1 October.

Tight lines
Paul 
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DAVE HEARN’S PRESENTATION
September Club Meeting

Despite the fact that Wellington turned on terrible weather for Dave 
Hearn’s presentation at the club night on Monday 5th September, 
there was a very good turnout of club members, all obviously keen to
get some inside knowledge on fishing the Hawkes Bay area.

Dave had a number of photos he wanted to include as part of his 
presentation, which however were on his cell phone and at first it 
appeared unlikely that we would be able to transfer them to the 
hall’s projector.  However some very helpful club members and a few
cables from here to there and the problem was solved.

Dave’s presentation started with an amusing story on how he first 
became a guide, which was followed by a detailed presentation on 
the fishing opportunities in the Central Hawkes Bay area.   Dave’s 
passion is fishing to sighted fish and he has obviously obtained a 
vast knowledge of the best fishing spots in his 30 years of guiding.

Many of his best fishing spots cannot be fished until after the season 
starts on the 1st October but his presentation provided all those 
present with excellent advice on where to go and what to use.

For those that came out in the very rough weather, they were well 
rewarded with an excellent night.
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FISHING KOURARAU DAM
The club trip to the 
TukiTuki  river was 
postponed on advice from
Hawkes Bay Anglers who 
confirmed that all the 
rivers in the area were still
very high and dirty from 
all the rain.

We therefore decided to 
visit the Kourarau Dam 
on Saturday due to the 
excellent weather forecast 
for the weekend.

Normally, we would fish 
Kourarau Dam during the 
summer so this was to be 
a different experience.

Five of us therefore, 
armed with float tubes, 
visited the Dam on 
Saturday to find the 
weather absolutely perfect
with no wind and 
although the water was 
discoloured, it was 
certainly fishable.   A 
couple of small fish were 
caught straight away from

the bank but two hours in the float tubes only produced one small 
fish (congratulations Andrew).
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A couple of Wairarapa Anglers joined us at midday and confirmed 
that large fish were currently hard to come by, but that there were 
small fish at the southern end of the lake.   They immediately 
proceeded to catch a number and then left us to it, to catch our 
share.  

I don’t think a fish caught during the day was greater than 400gm 
but logic tells one that if there are small fish then there must surely 
be larger fish spawning.
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Although a pleasant day was had by all, the results were 
disappointing but a traditional summer trip or even a night fish 
might produce different results.

WFF FACEBOOK PAGE
https://www.facebook.com/WellingtonFlyfishersClub

Don't forget to visit the club facebook page to keep up to date with 
whats going on and check out the latest photos.
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FLY OF THE MONTH
Monday 17 October, 7.30pm - Tararua Tramping Club Locker 
Room (Access through side door on north side of building)

Lunker Buster

In the early days of my competitive fishing, I received great support 
from Roy Cotter, from Pahiatua, who not only assisted in suggesting 
suitable competition venues on the Manawatu River but supplied me
with a number of flies.   These included a pattern which he had 
developed himself which he had aptly named the Lunker Buster.

The word Lunker is an Americanism denoting a large fish and while 
it certainly catches its share of trophies, also works well on small 
browns and rainbows.

The fly has worked well for me on many occasions since that day 
either as a single fly or in a larger version used in tandem with a 
smaller nymph.  The fly has also been very successful when tied as a 
larger pattern on 10’s and 12’s in lakes and large rivers fished as a 
dragonfly pattern or even swung downstream on a wet line and 
slowly retrieved.

I suspect my current version differs somewhat from Roy’s original 
for which I apologise for still using his distinct name.
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Hook Kamisan B 175 #12 or #14

Tail Pheasant tail fibres

Abdomen Black tying thread

Rib Copper wire

Thorax Dubbed hare’s fur with plenty of guard fibres over 
lead wire

Wing Case Pheasant tail fibres or Christmas tinsel for flash back

Instructions

• Tie in 3 or 4 tail fibres no more than 10mm extending from the 
bend

• Tie in copper rib at bend
• Use the tying thread to create cigar shaped body from bend of 

the hook to 2/3 of the way up the shank.
• Rib body with copper wire (three to four turns) and tie off.
• Tie in pheasant tail wing case two thirds up the shank  so that 

the tippets are long enough to form the wing and also to be 
folded under to create legs.

• Wrap lead wire behind the eye to form thorax and dub in hares 
fur.

• Fold wing case to the head and tie off but don’t trim.
• Fold wing case tippets under the body and tie off.
• Cement head.

If anyone has suggestions for fly patterns they would like to see tied 
at the fly-tying meetings please let Strato know (386 3740).
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LINKS TO FISHY STUFF
Here are a couple of Links Club Members May enjoy that I find 
helpful.

The first link is to Tightlines Video is Fly Tying and Techniques. The 
Second Link is to an Orvis YouTube link on Fly Fishing Techniques 
and Tips.

Cheers 
Warren 

https://www.tightlinevideo.com

https://youtube.com/channel/UCxGQMCT70DALylKj9CQl2sw
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UPCOMING CLUB TRIPS
28-30  October – Mohaka

Staying at Timeout Titiokura

To book your place on a club trip 
please contact Strato (04) 386 3740
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MID WEEK FISHING TRIPS
The October, November, December, February and March mid-week 
trips to the Ruakituri, Rumahanga, Whanganui, Mohaka and 
Rangitikei  are all fully booked. There are no trips currently planned 
for  January and April 2023 due to the many public holidays during 
theses months, members may prefer to spend holiday time with 
family.

These advanced bookings have been necessary arising from the 
increased tourist demand for accommodation now with the lifting of 
many COVID  travel requirements both locally and overseas.

If you are interested in a mid week trip please contact Maurice  
maurice-fishing@xtra.co.nz  for further details.    

Do you have a location that can be of interest to other club 
members?

It seems like demand is there for many trips away, so interested 
persons need to notify Maurice very early and start planning.

Keep Safe Keep well keep fishing

Maurice
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HUTT VALLEY HUNTING & FISHING

NEW SEASON OPENS
 - 1 OCTOBER - 

Stock up on rods, reels, flies, lines and 
clothing

Club discount 10% available on flyfishing purchases (excluding
specials) with your membership card

The Flyfishing Experts

Hutt Valley Hunting & Fishing NZ
8 Te Puni Street, Petone.

P O Box 33 206, Petone, Wellington, New Zealand
Telephone: 0064-4-589 9500
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ON-STREAM DAY 

Next onstream day – Saturday 16 October, Wainuiomata 

Onstream days are opportunities for members who are new to 
flyfishing to learn from an experienced angler. It is your 
responsibility to have a current NZ sports fishing licence. These can 
be purchased from Hunting & Fishing, 444 Cuba St Alicetown, or 
online from Fish & Game. Contact Strato (386-3740) before 9pm on 
the Wednesday prior to get details of where to meet. Limited 
numbers can be accommodated and acceptance will be on a first 
come first served basis

USEFUL LINKS

For a list of useful links including licences, river flow levels, weather 
sites and organisations please visit the club website.
https://wellingtonflyfishers.org/links

CLUB MEETING VENUE
Tararua Tramping Club rooms - 4 Moncrieff St, Mount Victoria, 
Wellington.  For a detailed map and instructions on getting there please 
visit the club website https://wellingtonflyfishers.org/club-meetings/

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS

Please visit the Website for details relating to newsletter submissions
https://wellingtonflyfishers.org/newsletter/

COMMITTEE MEETING

6 pm, second Monday every month. For additional details please see 
the club website 
http://wellingtonflyfishers.org.nz/committee
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HELPDESK

Helpdesk is an opportunity for those attending club meetings to 
have their questions answered. This is a chance for newer members 
to have fly fishing mysteries unravelled. Tying techniques and 
problems, rigs, knots, fly selection, issues, casting, how to and where
to go. Bring your problems and try the Helpdesk out. 

WEBSITE

The club website and facebook pages provide online information, 
contact details and useful inks. http://wellingtonflyfishers.org.nz

CLUB MEMBERSHIP

To join the club: collect a form at a club meeting; download a copy 
from the club website; or phone a committee member.  Mail the 
completed form to PO Box 9236, Te Aro, Wellington, or hand it in at 
the next meeting with your subscription and joining fee. 

Meetings are held at 7.30 pm on the first Monday of every month 
except January at the Tararua Tramping Club rooms, 4 Moncreiff 
Street, Mt. Victoria, Wellington.

Tight Lines, the club newsletter is published monthly, except 
January, and is also available to club members via email as a pdf –
contact the editor to be added to the distribution list.

FEES 1 APRIL 2022 - 31 MARCH 2023

Full member or 
family membership 

Junior 
membership 

Joining 
fee 

Overseas Newsletter 
(Email only)

$35 no fee. $10 $35

Enquiries wellingtonflyfishersclub@gmail.com
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RECEIVE THE NEWSLETTER VIA EMAIL 

As a club member you should receive a copy of the club newsletter 
via email if you are not receiving club emails please see the website 
for details. https://wellingtonflyfishers.org/newsletter/

CLUB MISSION

To establish, maintain and conduct a club for the encouragement 
and promotion of flyfishing and all activities pertaining thereto.

COMMITTEE

President Paul Baker 970 2595
Past President Strato Cotsilinis 386 3740
Vice President John Gamble            027 517 5825
Secretary Heather Millar 386 3049
Treasurer Carmen Cotsilinis 386 3740
Newsletter Editor Linda Brown            027 230 4770
Librarian Warren Horne 386 3049
Website Scott Garelli 021 325 032
Facebook Editor Susi Lang 027 564 6008
Club Trips Strato Cotsilinis 386 3740
Helpdesk Hal Levine 027 4200 482
Fly Tying & Casting Strato Cotsilinis 386 3740
Club Competitions Paul Baker 970 2595
Committee Peter Buxton 472 3456
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