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Cover: Photo by Braedan De Lange

Any articles published in this newsletter are the opinions of the 
author alone and do not necessarily represent the views of the club 
as a whole or other members of the club.
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CLUB MEETING
Monday 5th December, 7.30pm 

Tararua Tramping Club rooms - 4 Moncrieff St, Mount
Victoria, Wellington

a presentation by Paul Baker and 
Graham Evans

Club Social evening - Partners welcome

Silent Auction  (see separate details)

EVENTS THIS MONTH 

Club Trip: December 16th /18th   Rangitikei  

Fly Tying: Monday 19th December – Cicada

On-Stream Day:
Saturday 10th  December  - Wainuiomata       
(9am at bottom bridge) 
Contact Strato (04) 386 3740

Capital Trout Centre
Open Day Sunday 11th December.
From 9am to 3pm

Casting Tuition: Anyone wanting casting
tuition please contact Strato 04 386 3740
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SOUND LINES
At a recent committee meeting I suggested that the club adopt a 
modified search and rescue technique called “sound lines”.   This 
simple measure, described below, uses bespoke whistles. It can help 
keep us safe on club trips and in range when the trip leader decides 
we need to move on. The committee agreed that the sound lines 
technique seems potentially useful and asked me to present the idea 
to the club in this column.

According to the influential Lost Person Behavior Guide, 40% of 
missing anglers got lost while going to or coming from where they 
were fishing.  If they were drinking, wet or hypothermic, outcomes 
were concerning. A further 30% of the missing were overdue because
they wanted to continue fishing, or it got dark, something that 
should be familiar to us.  11% got stranded by rising water and 7% 
drowned.

Although I haven’t experienced or heard of anyone getting lost or 
hurt seriously on our trips that can certainly happen.   Although 
Search and Rescue should be informed as soon as possible when we 
think the situation warrants a search, we can do a sound line until a 
squad shows up.  

A more usual issue, one that I have noted on our trips, is the 
difficulty of keeping people together or in range on the water.   Given
the nature of what we are doing, it’s easy to lose touch with each 
other.  That 30% of overdue anglers comes to mind.  Maybe they are 
lost, fallen in, sprained something etc.   Often when we agree on a 
time to meet “back at the car” not everyone is prompt and the others 
can’t know if person x is late because they are fishing on, or have 
come to grief.  (Yes … I’m looking at you!!). This puts lots of pressure
on the team leader who often takes time running up and down 
stream to corral stragglers.  By blowing whistles we can easily give 
(Strato in my experience) a break.

To do a sound line teams of typically two or three of us would head 
out along the river spaced according to terrain, weather, background
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noise, other anglers etc, making sure they can hear each other’s 
whistles . If there are 3 or more in the group the leader is in the 
middle. Whistle signals should be agreed upon prior to dispersing.   
E.g. 1 blast for stop 2 for “look at me”, 3 for “come to me”. We should
keep it simple and adaptable to the specifics of a trip. It is easy to 
forget the signals so we might want to have pocket sized waterproof 
notebooks with us. Obviously not all trips will require group whistle 
signals, e.g. when we are close together in a crowded spot, but it 
seems very applicable in other cases.

 Also, each person should have a search and rescue whistle or a 
coach’s steel whistle, for personal safety in any case.  If you do get 
lost in the bush you may very well hear a team whistling for you and 
be able to signal them easily.  Or maybe you need help for some 
other reason and another angler will hear you.  Proper search and 
rescue whistles cost $14 https://survive-it.co.nz/product/sar-
whistle/.   (Shepherds whistles are not used for sound lines.) The 
club might want to make a bulk purchase. 

We would need to develop a club code for the signals we want to use.
Again, it is important to keep them simple. Perhaps we could try the 
system out during on stream days.

Hal Levine

CAPITAL TROUT CENTRE

Open Day - Sunday 11 December

This is the last Open Day for this year. 
Bring your youngsters or the grand kids to catch a trout.

If you can come and assist on the day, please phone Strato (386 
3740) and advise so we can work out a roster.
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INTER-CLUB FLY TYING 
COMPETITION
After three years of non-activity the Interclub Flytying Competition 
was held again on November 14th between Hutt Valley Anglers, 
Kapiti Flyfishing Club and Wellington Flyfishers Club.

The competition was hosted by Hutt Valley Anglers in their Stokes 
Valley club rooms and this proved an excellent venue.  Superb also 
was the supper which was provided after the competition for the 
participating flytyers and the club members from the various clubs 
who witnessed the event.

This year the teams 
were made up of 
three flytyers who 
may or may not have
participated in 
competitions 
previously and one 
novice flytyer who 
was participating for
the first time.

The experienced flytyers had to tie one specified fly and a second fly 
of their choice, while the novice angler tied one specified fly.

The inclusion of a novice flytyer this year was a new innovation to 
promote flytying to new members of our various clubs.

After a close competition Hutt Valley were the winners this year and 
were duly presented with the very impressive trophy.

The event this year was judged by Braedan De Lange who did an 
excellent job and the flies and all materials for the pre-determined 
flies that were tied on the night were supplied by Fly Shop.

Thanks to all who took part.
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HEAVIEST FISH
Maurice Broome – October  3¼ lb Brown

Entries for the Heaviest Fish, Best Condition Factor etc should be 
advised to Paul Baker.

BEST FISH AWARDS
Current records 1 April 2022 – 31 March 2023

Hunting & Fishing heaviest fish (senior)
Judy Burney 6.5lb Lake O - October 2022

Wallace Condition Factor: best conditioned fish
Michael Phelan CF 43.238 Hinemaiaia - July 2022

UPCOMING CLUB TRIPS
The November Club trip to the Rangitikei was cancelled due to 
forecasted heavy rain and advice from the Lodge owners.
The trip has been re-scheduled for December 16 – 18.
Contact Strato – (04) 386 3740 for details.

In the new year we are looking at trips to the Manawatu, Tukituki 
and Whanganui Rivers, details will be provided later.

To book your place on a club trip please contact Strato (04) 386 3740

WFF FACEBOOK PAGE
https://www.facebook.com/WellingtonFlyfishersClub

Don't forget to visit the club facebook page to keep up to 
date with whats going on and check out the latest photos.
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FLY OF THE MONTH
Monday 19th December, 7.30pm - Tararua Tramping Club 
Locker Room (Access through side door on north side of building)

Cicada

To see a large trout emerge from the
depths of a big deep pool, in fast water
and take a large dry fly off the surface is
one of the greatest joys of summer
fishing.   The cicada and other terrestrial
patterns are designed to do just that.

Extra buoyancy can be achieved with foam.

Hook TMC 5212 size 6 - 10

Thread Black 6/0 or 3/0

Body Spun deerhair or foam

Wing Synthetic wing material

Thorax Spun deerhair

Legs Pheasant tail

Eyes Burnt Nylon

If anyone has suggestions for fly patterns they would like to see tied 
at the fly-tying meetings please let Strato know (386 3740).
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SILENT AUCTION
Hi Folks

A former club member who started collecting trout fishing 
memorabilia, has donated his collection to the club to provide funds 
for the Capital Trout Centre.

Attached is a catalogue of items to be included in a silent auction to 

be held on Monday 5th December as part of our end of year social 
evening.

The items listed in the catalogue are shown separately in this 
magazine together with a bidding form for those who cannot attend 
the meeting on Monday night.

Your bids should be emailed to strato.cotsilinis@gmail.com  to reach

us no later than 5pm Monday 5th December.

It should be noted that some of the items will have a secret reserve.

SILENT AUCTION CATALOGUE

Monday 5 December, Club Meeting
Note: - Some Items Have a Reserve

Lot # Details Photo

Lot 1

Hardy’s “The Perfect” 3 5/8 fly reel 
and spare spool
Highly Collectible
Fully operational
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Lot # Details Photo

Lot 2
Allcocks Marvel Fly Reel with 8# 
Floating Line - 
Fully Operational

Lot 3 J W Young Pridex Fly Reel
Fully operational

Lot 4
Brass 3” Fly Reel sold by A W McCarthy 
Dunedin & Invercargill Fully operational

Lot 5
Brass 2 ½” Fly Reel
Fully operational

Lot 6
Heavy Cast and Brass Fly Reel – no 
maker
Fully operational
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Lot # Details Photo

Lot 7 Aluminium Fly Box with 30 lures 
(mostly traditional English ties)

Lot 8
Oblong Flip Top Fly Box with over 
50 flies – mainly wee wets

Lot 9
Oblong Flip Top Fly Box with 
approximately 50 dry flies

Lot 10
Oblong Flip Top Fly Box with 
approximately 40 dry flies and 
tweezers

Lot 11
Small aluminium Fly Box with 25 
wee wets
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Lot # Details Photo

Lot 12 
Round aluminium Fly Box with 2 
felt layers and approximately 30 
lures

Lot 13
 Collection of four hand carved Fish 
Knives

Lot 14 
Leather Fly Book with small wee 
wets and emergers together with 
1899 English Fishing licence.

Lot 15 Pigskin Fly Wallet – c1870

Lot 16 Black leather Fly Wallet with a few 
wee wets
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Lot # Details Photo

Lot 17 Original silk line – no longer useable

Lot 18
Plastic container with 30 black dry 
flies

Lot 19 Hardy’s Cordline Preparation for 
Lines – still useable

Lot 20 Priest

Lot 21 Salter Scales

Lot 22

Okuma Airframe 4 piece, 6# Fly Rod
and Okuma Airframe Reel with 
floating line
As new
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HUTT VALLEY HUNTING & FISHING

Full range of everything you need for the 
new season

Large selection of Manic Flies

 Rods from Primal, Redington, Scott and 
Sage at varying prices

Lamson and Ross Reels

 Full range of lines

Club discount 10% available on flyfishing purchases (excluding
specials) with your membership card

The Flyfishing Experts

Hutt Valley Hunting & Fishing NZ
8 Te Puni Street, Petone.

P O Box 33 206, Petone, Wellington, New Zealand
Telephone: 0064-4-589 9500
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ON-STREAM DAY 

Next onstream day – Saturday 10th December  - Wainuiomata
(9am at bottom bridge)  

Onstream days are opportunities for members who are new to 
flyfishing to learn from an experienced angler. It is your 
responsibility to have a current NZ sports fishing licence. These can 
be purchased from Hunting & Fishing, 444 Cuba St Alicetown, or 
online from Fish & Game. Contact Strato (386-3740) before 9pm on 
the Wednesday prior to get details of where to meet. Limited 
numbers can be accommodated and acceptance will be on a first 
come first served basis

USEFUL LINKS

For a list of useful links including licences, river flow levels, weather 
sites and organisations please visit the club website.
https://wellingtonflyfishers.org/links

CLUB MEETING VENUE
Tararua Tramping Club rooms - 4 Moncrieff St, Mount Victoria, 
Wellington.  For a detailed map and instructions on getting there please 
visit the club website https://wellingtonflyfishers.org/club-meetings/

NEWSLETTER CONTRIBUTIONS

Please visit the Website for details relating to newsletter submissions
https://wellingtonflyfishers.org/newsletter/

COMMITTEE MEETING

6 pm, second Monday every month. For additional details please see 
the club website 
http://wellingtonflyfishers.org.nz/committee
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HELPDESK

Helpdesk is an opportunity for those attending club meetings to 
have their questions answered. This is a chance for newer members 
to have fly fishing mysteries unravelled. Tying techniques and 
problems, rigs, knots, fly selection, issues, casting, how to and where
to go. Bring your problems and try the Helpdesk out. 

WEBSITE

The club website and facebook pages provide online information, 
contact details and useful inks. http://wellingtonflyfishers.org.nz

CLUB MEMBERSHIP

To join the club: collect a form at a club meeting; download a copy 
from the club website; or phone a committee member.  Mail the 
completed form to PO Box 9236, Te Aro, Wellington, or hand it in at 
the next meeting with your subscription and joining fee. 

Meetings are held at 7.30 pm on the first Monday of every month 
except January at the Tararua Tramping Club rooms, 4 Moncreiff 
Street, Mt. Victoria, Wellington.

Tight Lines, the club newsletter is published monthly, except 
January, and is also available to club members via email as a pdf –
contact the editor to be added to the distribution list.

FEES 1 APRIL 2022 - 31 MARCH 2023

Full member or 
family membership 

Junior 
membership 

Joining 
fee 

Overseas Newsletter 
(Email only)

$35 no fee. $10 $35

Enquiries wellingtonflyfishersclub@gmail.com
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RECEIVE THE NEWSLETTER VIA EMAIL 

As a club member you should receive a copy of the club newsletter 
via email if you are not receiving club emails please see the website 
for details. https://wellingtonflyfishers.org/newsletter/

CLUB MISSION

To establish, maintain and conduct a club for the encouragement 
and promotion of flyfishing and all activities pertaining thereto.

COMMITTEE

President Paul Baker 970 2595
Past President Strato Cotsilinis 386 3740
Vice President John Gamble            027 517 5825
Secretary Heather Millar 386 3049
Treasurer Carmen Cotsilinis 386 3740
Newsletter Editor Linda Brown            027 230 4770
Librarian Warren Horne 386 3049
Website Scott Garelli 021 325 032
Facebook Editor Susi Lang 027 564 6008
Club Trips Strato Cotsilinis 386 3740
Helpdesk Hal Levine 027 4200 482
Fly Tying & Casting Strato Cotsilinis 386 3740
Club Competitions Paul Baker 970 2595
Committee Peter Buxton 472 3456
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